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Soviets ‘will not copy Star Wars’ 


WASI^CTON (AP) — Moscow will not try to match the U.S. 
.“Star wars" anQ-nilssile programme but will build cheaper wea- 
Pots to counter it, a Soviet military leader said in an interview. 
“We are pot going to take the path that the US. administration is 
■trying ip force us onto.” CoL Gen. Nikolai Chervov was quoted as 
saying m Sunday's Washington Post “ Wehave made it dear that 
■ wewtll not ape (copy) the United States” in seeking to develop a 
t^-tedinatogy defence against incoming missiles. The Post said 
Got. Chervov, a senior department head on the Soviet general 
sfaffijpve a pessimistic view of U.S. -Soviet arms control fallre in 
progress m, Geneva, characterising them as on the verge of col- 
: lapse. 
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Rifai, Qasem and Sharif Zaid return 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Zaid AI Rifai returned to 
Amman Sunday evening at the end of a working visit to Britain 
during which he took part in talks which His Majesty King Hus- 
sein held with British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and 
other British government leaders. He was met at the airport by 
Chief of the Royal Court Marwan Al Qasem, Deputy. Prime 
Minister and Minister of Education Abdul Wahhab Al Majali and 
several cabinet members. Mr. Qasem also returned to Amman 
Sunday evening from New York after talcing part in official talks 
between King Hussein and American administration officials in 
Washington late last month. Armed Forces Command er- in - Chief 
Gen. Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker returned to Amman Sunday evening 
after taking part in King Hussein's talks in Washington and Lon- 
don. He was greeted by Army Chief of Staff Fatfii Abu Taleb, his 
aides and the Armed Forces inspector general. 
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Regent cables good 
wishes to Eanes 

^ AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Sunday sent a cable of 
gpod wishes to Portuguese Pre- 
sident Ramaiho Eanes con- 
gratulating him cm the occasion of 
Portugal's National Day. The 
Grown Prince, in bis own nanw 
and on behalf of the government 
and people of Jordan, wished Pre- 
sident Eanes continuing success in 
the leadership of the Portuguese 
people towards further progress 
and prosperity. 

Shamir slips 
y into Denmark 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) 
— Israeli Foreign Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir slipped into Den- 
mark Sunday to begin an official 
visit under a shroud of security. 
The Danish Foreign Ministry con- 
firmed Mr. Shamir's arrival from 
France, but would give no other 
details, and little was known about 
the schedule for his visit except 
that he will address a press con- 
ference Monday afternoon. 
Well -placed sources said privately 
Mr. Shamir arranged to be kept 
informed on a running basis of 
developments in South Lebanon 
where Israeli-backed militiamen 
^ were holding 2 1 Finnish U.N. sol- 

diers hostages. 

GCC force to 
train in S. Arabia 

•KUWAIT (R) — A joint Gulf 
defence force will assemble sho- 
rtly for training at King Khaled 
Military City in north-east Saudi 
. Arabia. Kuwait's armed forces 
chief of staff said Sunday. General 
Ab d ullah Fa r raj Al Ghanim'told 
the Kuwait News Agency 
( KUNA) the joint force, from the 
Golf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
stares, would assemble in August 
at the $5 billion military complex 
set up in the desert close to the 
Saudi borders with Kuwait and 
Iraq. 
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No progress in arms 
talks, Rowny says 

LONDON (AP) — Top U.S. dis- 
armament “ official, Lieutenant- 
General Edward Rowny said 
Sunday there has been no new 
progress in Geneva talks with the 
Soviet Union. Asked in a British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
interview if there was any good 
news to report from Geneva, Gen. 
Rowny. the former chief U.S. 
arms negotiator and now a special 
adviser to Secretary of State Geo- 
rge Shultz said, ■‘unfortunately, 
* not yet... I just talked to (current 
chief Geneva negotiator) Amb- 
assador (Max) Kampdman five 
minutes ago. and he says he will 
continue to try but he had nothing 
new to report yet.” 

Habash meets 
Kuwaiti leader 

KUWAIT (AP) — Palestinian 
leader George Habash conferred 
with the ruler of Kuwait here Sun- 
day. and official sources said the 
two men discussed means of arr- 
esting fighting in Beirut refugee 
camps between Palestinian def- 
r enders and Shi’iie Muslim mil- 
itiamen of the Amal organisation. 
The leader of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) also was quoted as asking 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, to help reunite the bic- 
kering Palestinian factions. 
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SLA tightens pressure 
for release of its men 

French UNIFIL officer detained, freed 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militiamen holding 21 
Finnish U.N. soldiers hostages Sunday seized 
a French colonel negotiating for their rel- 
ease, but freed him several hours later on 
orders from their c ommande r, UJS. officials 
reported. 


The seizure of the French off- 
icer, Lieutenant-Colonel Jean- 
Michel Blemdjian tightened pre- 
ssure on UJN. officials to secure 
the release of 11 militiamen held 
by the Shf ite Muslim Amal mov- 
ement 

The SLA’s commander, retired 
Lebanese Army Brig. -Gen. Ant- 
oine Lahd, said later he ordered 
his men to release the Frenchman. 

Timur Goksel, spokesman for 
the United Nati ons In terim Force 
In Lebanon (UNIFIL), said Col. 
Blemdjian, me de puty chief of 
operations at UNIFIL's hea- 
dquarters in the South Lebanese 
port of Naqoura. was released in 
the village of Qantara and flown 


bizarre drama that began Friday, 
when 25 Furnish soldiers were sei- 
zed by fighters of the SLA, 
eared no closer to being resol 
Brig. Lahd stressed that “this 
regrettable affair will not be over 
until our men are released.” Lea- 
ders of the Amal mili tia holding 
the 11 SLA men, all ShThes, have 
refused to let them go. 

The s oldiers of die 5,600-man 
UNIFIL have been caught in the 
crossfire between me mainly Chr- 
istian SLA and me Amal militia 
trying to dislodge them from Isr- 
ael’s occupation zone in South 
Lebanon. 

Beirut newspapers speculated 
that me hostage seizure was aimed 
by helicopter to Naqoura. Goksel by Israe l topressurethe 10-nation 
said the officer was unharmed. UNIFIL, through me ragtag 

SLA, to withdraw from South 
Lebanon. 


The silver-haired Lahd told a 
news conference in the border 
town of Metullah mat be saw “a 
son of progress" in the neg- 
otiatons to end me crisis. 

But UN. sources said that me 


Goksel said Col. Blemdjian had 
been “conducting contacts with 
the SLA" in the village of Qan- 
tara, 10 kilometres north of Isr- 
ael's border, since me Finns were 
seized Friday. 

The spokesman said Col. Ble- 
mdjian, exhausted after 48 hours 
of mediation, Sunday requested 
he be replaced, “but when he tried 
to leave he was told he too was a 
hostage. This is a totally new ele- 
ment" 

Seven Israeli army officers went 
to Qantara to discuss me hostage 
crisis with SLA officers after 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres’ 
cabinet said it “will do all in its 
power to ensure the safety” of the 
*UN. hostages. 

The SLA has freed four of the 
25 F inns they seized. The com- 
mander of the 490-man Finnish 
battalion. Col. Venn! Hakala, was 
released Friday after UN. sources 
said he had been beaten up. 

Three enlisted men, a corporal 
and two privates, were freed Sat- 
urday night on Brig. Lahti's orders 
as a “goodwill gesture.” They 
were driven out by Col. Ble- 
mdjian’s Irish driver, who said 
later he “sometimes felt like a bos- 


Israel has long insisted me 
UNIFIL, in South Lebanon since 
Israel’s first invasion in 1978, has 
“outlived its usefulness.” 


tage too. 
Got 


)ksel said CoL Blemdjian was 
held with two Finns in Qantara. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Amal continues assaults on camps; 
fighting flares on 3 other fronts 


BEIRUT (AP) — Militiamen of 
me Shf ite Amal movement kept 
up their assaults on Beirut’s three 
besieged Palestinian refugee 
camps Sunday and militiamen 
shot it out across the green line as' 
Lebanon lurched towards another* 
spasm of anarchy. 

Gunmen attacked Lebanese 
army troops in west Beirut in a 
spate of hit-and-run raids. 

Police said one person was kil- 
led and six wounded in the nor- 
thern port city of Tripoli in clashes 
between rival factions in what 
appeared to be a spinoff of the 
Amal-Palestinian confrontation 
in Beirut. 

Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) leader Walid Junblatt war- 
ned there “may be worse days to 
come” in Lebanon’s 10-year-old 
civil war despite tentative peace 
effort by President Amin Gem- 
ayel. 

Amid the spreading dashes, 
hundreds of Lebanese families 
red the figh ting to spend the 
y on Beirut’s beaches. 

Police said 18 people were kil- 
led and 38 wounded over the wee- 
kend in the Beirut hostilities. 

Among the dead were 16 killed 
and 33 wounded in machine gun 
and rocket-propelled grenade cla- 
shes Saturday night and Sunday 
between Palestinians and Amal 


forces who have besieged them for 
three weeks. 

That raised the known casualty 
toll in me camps war to at least 
534 killed and 2,158 wounded 
since fighting erupted May 19. 

On Beirut’s other warfront, two 
people were killed and five wou- 
nded as Amal and PSP militias 
shot it out with me mainly Chr- 
istian “Lebanese Forces" across 
the green line that splits me city 
into mostly Muslim and Christian 
sectors. 

The machine gun and rocket- 
propelled grenade attacks tap- 
ered off at dawn into sniper fire. 

The battles erupted again in the 
afternoon in the Sodeco and 
Primo neighbourhoods in central 
Beirut They forced a brief closure 
of me nearby museum crossing, 
me only open gateway between 
east and west Beirut- 

Despite the fresh fighting, sec- 
urity sources said more crossing 
will be reopened this week to reu- 
nite me divided capital in a bid to 
boost peace plans being discussed 
by Mr. Gemayel and me leaders of 
rival factions. 

Radios reported that Lebanese 
■army troops fought sporadic gun- 
battles with PSP mifitiamen aro- 
und the strategic village of Souq 
Al Gharb in the hills east of Bei- 
rut 


Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
denounced the spreading violence 
and called for a cessation of fig- 
hting in Tripoli and Beirut 

“Whenever a crime is com- 
mitted between two persons, 
bombs and rockets start falling on 
our heads,” Mr. Karami said on 
the state radio from his hometown 
of Tripoli. 

“This is rejected and una- 
cceptable,” he said. 

But Mr. Junblatt was quoted by 
the “Voice of the Nation” radio 
station as saying be does not see a 
near end to Lebanon’s decade-old 
civil war. 

“Anyone who believes that the 
solution in Lebanon is near is mis- 
taken,'’ Mr. Junblatt said. “There 
maybe worse days to come.” 

A Palestinian statement quoted 
by radio stations said that nine chi- 
ldren and three women were 
among the people killed in the 
assault on the camps Saturday and 
vowed to “respond with all 
means” to lift the siege on me sha- 
ntytowns. 

Shortly after me statement was 
broadcast, sporadic duds picked 
up. Palestinian gunners in the hills 
east of Beirut lobbed shells into 
Shf ite strongholds in me southern 
suburbs ringing me embattled 
camps. 



RELIEF CONVOY: United Nations 

trucks carrying water, food and refid supplies enter 
Beirut’s besieged Botnj AlBarajneh camp Saturday 
after the ShPite Amal movement agreed relief sup- 

Arab 
League 
calls for 
urgent, 
total 
ceasefire 
in Beirut 

TUNIS (AP) — An emergency ses-. 
don of the Arab League Council 
closed here Sunday catting for an 
“immediate and complete” cea- 
sefire and an end to the se^*e of the 
Palestinian in Beirut. 

It instructed Arab League 
Secretary-General ChadH Klfla to 
contact all parties involved to 
bring about the ceasefire, and Mr. 

Klfld is expected to visit Beirut and 
Damascus shortly, league sources 
said. 

The comnnmiqiie referred to the 
“deep grief” felt by the Arab Nat- 
ion over the serious situation in the 
camps. K called for the liberation 
of all people detained and that the 
work of the Internationa! Red 
Cross and Red Crescent to eva- 
cuate wounded be facilita te d. 

Mr. Klibib to report back to the 
next regular council session June 
24, league sources said. 

The meeting was attended by 12 
foreign ministers and the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO), 
which, called the session. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq 
Shara’a walked out of the opening 
session Saturday night, protesting 
the presence of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 

The final communique was iss- 
ued in Arabic and French, but only 
the Arabic version carried a foo- 
tnote saying the Syrian delegation 
abstained “in principle’’ from dis- 
cussing Lebanese “internal” pro- 
blems in the absence of a Lebanese 
delegation. 


piles to enter the camp for the first time since Amal 
launched assaults on the camp 20 days ago (AP 
wirephoto) 


PLO official says any move towards restoring unity 
should include clear acceptance of Feb. 1 1 accord 


By & Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

.AMMAN — Any initiative to res- 
tore the unity of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) sho- 
uld include a dear acceptance cm 
die part of all factions of me Feb.- 
1 1 agreement between Jordan and 
the PLO, a senior official of me 
organisation said Sunday. 

Commenting on an ann- 
ouncement over tiie weekend by 
the Popular Front for the Lib- 
eration erf Palestine (PFLP) and 
the Democratic Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine (DFLP) that 
the two PLO factions have drawn 
up an initiative to heal differences 
and reunite the various camps 
within the organisation. Najib AI 
Ahmad, director of PLO Cha- 
irman Yasser Arafat’s office in 
Amman , pointed out that the 
PFLP-DFLP plan calls for efforts 
to force an abrogation of the Feb. 
,11 agreement and therefore “such 
animtfativecaimotbeaccepiedby 
the PLO leadership” 

Pointing out that the Feb. 11 
agreement enshrines Arab con- 
sensus as represented in the 1982 


Fez summit decisions and res- 
olutions adopted by the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), Mr. 
Ahmad said “peace efforts have 
reached such a momentum in the 
wake of me accord that mere 
could be no backtracking now.” 
He called on the PFLP and me 
DFLP to “realise that this agr- 
eement represents the aspirations 
of the Palestinian masses and the 
current joint Jordan-PLO moves 
are aimed at fulfilling them.” 

He praised His Majesty King 
Hussein's “sincere endeavours 
towards this goaf’ and said the 
King’s insistence that the PLO 
should be included in any effort 
for peace in the Middle East and 
his repeated calls for an int- 
ernational conference on me 
Arab -Israeli conflict prove that 
“Jordan is living up to the concept 
of the Feb.ll agreement." 

The PLFP-DFLP initiative, 
announced in Aden after a series 
of meetings between PFLP leader 
George Habash and DFLP head 


agreement between Fateh , me 
mainstream PLO faction, on the 
one hand and four other PLO gro- 
ups on me other. 

A Syrian-backed revolt in me 
ranks of Fateh, me largest com- 
mando movement and Mr. Ara- 
fat's powerbase witfcua the PLO, 
and the PLO chairman's con- 
troversial visit to Cairo and mee- 
ting with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in December 
1983 sparked me present split in 
the organisation. The Aden- 
Algiers agreement, reached in 
July 1984, managed to heal the 
differences temporarily but a boy- 
cott by anit-Arafat factions of the 
17th session of the PNC, held in 
Amman in November, reinforced 
the split again in the eight-faction 
PLO. 

In March 1985, the anti-Arafat 
factions, with the exception of the - 
DFLP and the* Palestinian , Com- 
munist Party (PCP), framed a 
■Syrian-backed self-styled “Pal- 
estinian national salvation front” 


Nayrf Hawatmeh, had called for with the avowed aim of foiling the 
all PLO factions to adhere to die Feb.ll agreement and replacing 
PLO Charter and FNCresolutions the PLO leadership undo: Cha- 
and a revival of the Aden-Algiers irman Arafat. However, serious 


differences have emerged within 
the new front following the app- 
arent Syrian inaction or tacit app- 
roval of attacks by Lebanese mil- 
itiamen against Palestinian ref- 
ugee camps in Beirut. 

Mr. Ahma d on Sunday praised 
me “noble stand adopted by the 
front” towards the attacks on the 
Sabra and Shatila and Bourj Al 
Barajneh camps in Beirut. 

The front's leaders have severly 
criticised Damascus and accused 
the Syrians of siding with the Leb- 
anese Shf ite Amal militia which is 
spearheading the attacks. 

In reply to a question on what 
grounds will me PLO leadership 
welcome efforts for restoring the 
unity of* the organisation. Mr. 
Ahmad pointed out that the 17th 
session of me PNC had left four 
seats in the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee vacant. “They (the anti- 
Arafat factions) are welcome to 
occupy the seats and engage in a 
democratic dialogue to settle all 
differences,” he said. But. he 
added, “there can never be a com- 
promise over the Feb. 11 agr- 
eement They have to accept the 
agreement as such.” 


Shultz rejects Soviet 
proposal for joint 
Mideast conference 


HAMILTON, Bermuda (Age- 
ncies) — Secretary of State Geo- 
rge Shultz on Saturday ruled out 
the Soviet Union’s idea of a joint 
U.S. -Soviet Middle East peace 
conference, saying there were too 
many divergent views to produce 
progress. 

Mr. Shultz has always been cool 
to a peace conference under the 
auspices of me United Nations, 
but Saturday he went a step fur- 
ther and rejected the Soviets' sug- 
gestion of talks by the super pow- 
ers without U.N. .participation. 

However, Mr. Shultz said he 
still was looking for an int- 
ernational “umbrella” that Jordan 
feels is necessary for peace talks. 

The secretary said die problem 
was “how you provide on the one 
hand an umbrella so KingHussein 
isn't isolated, and on the other 
hand how you provide for Pal- 
estinian representation at direct 
talks." 

He also said that the United Sta- 
tes and Jordan differ on how to 
broadea peace talks, since Jordan 
has outlined a series of initial steps 
that the United States does not 
favour. 

He said the proposals made by 
Jordan would not lead to the 
American goal, of direct Arab- 
Israeli negotiations. 

Jordanian Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri, in an interview 
with the Washington Post this 
week, proposed a four-sequence 
plan starting with a U.S. meeting 
with a joint Jordanian-Palestinian 
delegation. 


A second meeting would bring 
in the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) to be followed by 
an international conference and 
finally direct negotiations. 

But Mr. Shultz, speaking to 
reporters aboard his piano en 
route from London to this British 
colony, opposed Mr. Masri’s^plan. 

“What he describes is a senes of 
steps in discussions with varian 
levels of Palestinians," he said. 

“That's not what we’re looking 
to,” he said. 

—“We’re' looking to -steps that 
lead to direct negotiations — so 
they’re not going off in one. dir- 
ection and we’re talking about 
another direction.” 

However, Washington Is see- 
king ways to meet Jordan's desire 
for a U.S. meeting with a 
Jordanian-Palestinian group as 
long as it does not include the 
PLO. 

Mr. Shultz said a large Pal- 
estinian delegation was not nec- 
essary. suggesting mat perhaps 
three persons would be sufficient 

The meeting, he said, should be 
“a step definitely toward" neg- 
otiations, not the Soviet Union 
and me United States and the 
other three permanent members 
of the United Nations Security 
Council — Britain, France and 
China. 

A Washington Post story this 
week said Moscow was reported 
to have told Jordan that it would 
prefer a role with me United Sta- 
tes but without me other three 

(Continued on page 2) 


Thatcher 
‘planning 9 
visit to 
Egypt, 
Jordan 

LONDON (Agencies) — British 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher is considering a trip to Egypt 
and Jordan in September to sup- 
port Jordan's Middle East peace 
initiative, the Sunday Times new- 
spaper reported. 

The report conies after a hectic 
four days during which Mrs. Tha- 
tcher met three of the main par- 
ticipants in me Arab-Israeti peace 
process — King Hussein. Israeli 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
and U.S. Secretary of State Geo- 
rge Shultz. 

A spokesman for Mrs. Thatcher 
declined to comment on the rep- 
ort. 

King Hussein is seeking Wes- 
tern support for his proposal for a 
U.S. meeting with a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
prior to broader talks on a Middle 
East settlement. 

A trip to the Middle East by 
Mrs. Thatcher would be a sig- 
nificant gesture of support for 
Jordan, likely to encourage more 
Arab countries to endorse the 
peace process, said die Sunday 
Times. 

The newspaper said there were 
no plans for Mrs. Thatcher's Mid- 
dle East trip to take in Israel. 

If Mrs. Thatcher's trip went 
ahead, the paper commented, it 
would bejieen “as.. a .significant 
gesture of support for Egypt and 
Jordan, both in the forefront of 
efforts to bring Israel and the Pal- 
estinians together.” 

On Friday, Mis. Thatcher told 
reporters that the next step in me 
Arab -Israeli conflict was to select 
Palestinians to be part of a joint 
delegation with Jordan for talks 
with Israel. But she said she opp- 
osed Jordan's call for an int- 
ernational conference on the 
Middle East. 

In a meeting Tuesday with Mr. 
Shamir, Israel's deputy prime min- 
•ister. Mrs. Thatcher was reported - 
to have disagreed sharply with his 
refusal to negotiate with the Pal- 
estine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

European Community (EC) 
foreign ministers will decide later 
this month whether they should' 
meet a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation for talks on 
Middle East peace, diplomats 
quoted by Reuter said. 


Splits have 
weakened 
Palestinians, 
Pravda says 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Communist Party daily Pravda 
said Sunday the Palestinians have 
been weakened by factional splits 
and abandoned by many Arab 
governments. 

The assessment was given in an 
analysis of me Middle East fol- 
lowing violent dashes in Beirut 
refugee camps between Pal- 
estinian defenders of the camps 
and attacking Shi' ite Muslim 
Amal militiamen. 

“Concerned with their own 
domestic and local regional pro- 
blems, many (Arab) governments 
have in effect turned their back on 
the Palestinians and other forces 
facing Israeli expansion,” a Pra- 
vda commentator said. 

“The situation has been exa- 
cerbated by the fact that die ulcers 
of schism and disagreement have 
blighted the Palestinian mov- 
ement itself, whose leadership is 
now dearly weakened.” 

It was a rare reference in the 
Soviet media to the effects of a 
two-year split in the ranks of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) between supporters of 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Syrian-backed opponents. 

The Kremlin’s key Middle East 
ally is Syria and, in public, it has 
largely contented itself with calls 
for the Palestinians to dose ranks. 


Iraq says Tehran, six 
other Iranian cities raided 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq said 
Sunday its warplanes dealt Teh- 
ran, foe Iranian capital, six Iranian 
border towns and a military camp 
“destructive blows,” as the war of 
me dties entered its third week 
between the two Gulf belligerents. 

A military spokesman in Bag- 
hdad said in a radio statement that 
Tehran was struck at 4:09 a.m. 
(0009 GMT . 

He also said that the towns of 
.Zarneh, Ham, Reza, Ham a dan, 
Abadan and Qazvin, along with an 
army camp at Reza were “raided 
by 20 jet fighters” between 9:30 
a.m. (0530 GMT) and 4. p.ra. 
(1200 GMT). 

He said that the raids were 
aimed at “shattering the base of 
aggression in Iran." Iraq, he thr- 
eatened. will keep up such raids 
until the Tehran leaders ; accept, 
total peace. 

The raid on Tehran brought to 
46 the number of air strikes rep- 
orted by Iraq on the Iranian cap- 


ft 


war of the cities broke out 


Regent phones 
Iraqi leader 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Elis Royal Hig- 
hness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, Sunday telephoned Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein to inq- 
uire about the general situation on 
the Iraq-Eran front and the recent 
developments of the war. 

He conveyed to the president 
greetings of His Mqjesty King Hns- 
sefai ami expressed appreciation 
“of the Iraqi people's brave stand 
in the face of die I ranian cha- 
llenge,” the Jordanian News Age- 
ncy, Petra,' said. 

Prince Hassan briefed President 
Hussein on King Hussein’s taitoe 
with President Reagan and British 
Prime Minister Margaret Tha- 
tcher, it said. 
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Sudanese leader sets 


elections for April 26 


Lebanese resistance fighters emerge 
from shadows as Israelis leave 


Mubarak, Yugoslav 

minister hold talks 


By Rima Salameh 

Associated Press 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — Sudan’s military ruler Gen. 
Abdul Rahman Swareddahab was Sunday quoted as 
saying elections would be held next April 26 to res- 
tore democracy in Sudan. 


“AH arrangements for the ele- 
ctions have been made... the leg- 
islative assembly will write the 
constitution and form par- 
liament," he told the English- 
language Saudi Gazette new- 
spaper in an interview. 

Gen. Swareddahab, who led the 
coup against President Jaafar 
hftfffleWton April 6. arrived in 
Saudi Arabia Saturday for talks 
with Saudi leaders and to perform 
the minor Muslim pilgrimage. 

'He met King Fahd in Mecca 
Saturday night and informed sou- 
rces said they were expected to 
have more talks Sunday. 

Gen. Swareddahab appealed 
for aid to help Sudan's economy. 


which he said was “falling apart". 

“The current crisis needs imm- 
ediate attention from within and 
from our friends on the outside," 
the newspaper quoted him as say- 

m %audi Arabia has been one of 
Sudan's biggest aid donors, and 
has now resumed assistance to it 
suspended before the coup pen-' 
dine economic reforms. 

Gen. Swareddahab said Sudan 
wanted to improve relations with 
all its neighbours, and pledged to 
maintain its 1982 defence pact 
with Egypt. “No treaty will be 
revoked," he said. 

“We are determined to have 
good relations with all our nei- 


Turkish Cypriots 
vote for president 


NICOSIA (R) — Turkish Cyp- 
riots began voting Sunday in an 
^election for president of their bre- 
aka way state in which favourite 
Rauf Denktash faces five cha- 
Uengers. 

Greek Cypriot demonstrators, 
calling the poll an attempt to con- 
solidate the partition of the Med- 
iterranean island, Saturday night 
blockaded the crossing point bet- 
ween the two communities in pro- 
test 

Officials in the Turkish Cypriot 
sector reported a steady stream of 
voters turning out in bright sun- 
shine Sunday. 

Mr. Denktash, who in 1983 
proclaimed the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus, which is still 
recognised only by Turkey,, is fav- 
oured to win against two main 
left-wing candidates and three 
minor contenders. He is standing 
as an independent 

Several hundred demonstrators 
Saturday began a two-day blo- 
ckade of the Greek Cypriot che- 
ckpoint on the “Green Line" div- 
iding Nicosia. Canadian U.N. 
peace-keeping soldiers, guarded 
the: 2fi0 ; metre- buffer: zone-feet^ 
' weerar diem -and: amed Turkish- 
Cypriot,forces. 

Cyprus has been divided since 
Turkey invaded and occupied the 
northern 37 per cent of the island 
in 1974 after an abortive coup- 
backed by the military junta then- 
ruling Greece. 

Greek Cypriots say Sunday's 
voting in the north is aimed at con- 
solidating the defacto partition. 

U.N.-sponsored talks between 
Mr. Denktash and Spyros Kyp- 
rianou, president of the 
internationally-recognised Cyp- 
rus government, collapsed last 
January. THie talks were aimed at 
establishing a bi-co minimal fed- 
eral republic. 

Mr. Denktash is opposed in 
Sunday's election by Alpay Dur- 
duran, assistant secretary-general 
-of the Communal Liberation 


Party (TKP) and Ozker Ozgur, 
leader of th e Republican Turkish 
Party (CTP). There are also three 
other candidates from min or par- 
ties. 

The island's economy and the 
personalities of the candidates 
have been the main issues in a bit- 
terly fought election campaign. 

Mr. Ozgur said in an interview 
that Mr. Denktash had turned the 
north into a “banana republic” 
plagued by 60 per cent inflation 
and with a per capita income one 
quarter that of Greek Cypriots m 
the prosperous south. 

Mr. Durduran said Mr. Den- 
ktash has “made a mess of every 
aspect of the Cyprus problem and 
every domestic issue.” 

Mr. Denktash has derided his 
opponents as “opportunists”. He 
said both had campaigned against 
the independence which he said 
had brought Turkish Cypriots 
peace and security to run their 
own affairs. 


Greek Cypriot Socialist EDEK. 
Party leader Vassos Lyssarides, 
well known as a fiery orator, told 
the flag-waying_ crowd, near - the 
“green ' line*”:’ '‘Here before his- 
tory we dec/are we will never tol- 
erate foreign occupation or the 
loss of our fatherland”. 


Asked if he was endangering his j 
supporters by bringing them to the i 
“green line,” Mr. Lyssarides said: j 
“if to fight for what is yours is i 


dangerous, I welcome danger.' 
He said demonstrators may a 


He said demonstrators may att- 
empt to enter the U-N.-con trolled 
buffer zone to deliver a petition 
but would not approach 
Turkish-Cypriot defence lines. 


Half-way between Greek and 
Turkish Cypriot checkpoints, 
Canadian soldiers of the U.N. 
force in Cyprus (UNFICYP) str- 
addling the road said they would 
not allow protestors to pass. 

“Our job is to protect the buffer j 
zone,” one said. 
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ghbours... restoring relations with 
Libya and improving ties with Eth- 
iopia should not be seen as an adv- 
erse step in our relations with 
other countries." he said. 


The Sudanese leader’s assertion 
ran counter to statements made 
earlier this month by his prime 
minister, who had said that tile 
new Khartoum government was 
going to abrogate treaties signed 
with Egypt by toe deposed Pre- 
sident Jaafar Numein. 


He also said that he wanted to 
bring Mr. Numeiri to trial for all- 
eged crimes against the people. 


“We have said that we are det- 
ermined that anybody we find 
involved in mismanagement or 
corruption will be brought to 
trial,' ' Gen. Swareddahab said. 
“So, Numeiri cannot be exc- 
luded." 


6 former 
Sudanese 


officials 

released 


MAARAKE, Lebanon (AP) — 
The young children with crudely 
carved wooden rifles marched 
around the home of the parents of 
a slain resistance leader who fou- 
ght the Israelis during their 
three- year occupation. 

“We will protect them with our 
lives," they chanted outside the 
house where Mohammed Saad, 
founder of the National Res- 
istance Front, lived before he was 
assassinated in a bomb explosion 
last March. 

The youngsters, aged between 8 
and 12, symbolise the fierce pride 
among the Sbi'ite Muslims of 
South Lebanon that has been for- 
ged by three years of fighting the 
Israeli occupation. 

The Israelis have pulled out 
their men from Lebanese soil, 
humbled to a large degree by the 
ragtag resistance movement 

Behind them, the Israelis have 
left a potent new force that they 
inadvertently helped create. For 
decades, the poorest and most 
downtrodden Muslim sea in the 
country, the million-strong Sbfi- 
tes now bold the balance of power 
in Lebanon. 


adi, 26, when a radio-controlled 
bomb exploded in Maarakc’s 
mosque on March 4. 

Sh rites blamed the Israelis. Use 
Shf ite Amal militia in Tyre said 
they arrested the bomber, a 15- 
year-old Shfite boy named Ali 
Faraj. 

“He has admitted he bombed- 
. the mosque “ said Daoud Daoud, 
the Amal leader in Tyre. “He was 
given the bomb by the Israelis on 
the orders of Gen. Ori Oit (Isr- 
ael's northern front com- 
mander).” 

Recently, a reporter witnessed a 
mass rally in Maarake to com- 
memorate the martyrs killed in the 
mosque bombing. When Daoud 
asked the 10, 00 0-strong crowd 
whai should be done with the boy. 

“Execute him, execute him,” 
they yelled back. 


CAIRO (AP) — Sudanese aut- 
horities on Sunday ordered the 
release from custody of five senior 
officials of the overthrown gov- 
ernment of President Jaafar Num- 
eiri, declaring them innocent of 
wrongdoing. 

Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA), in a dispatch 
from the Sudanese capital Kha- 
rtoum, said the five, who include 
three f Miner ministers, were rel- 
eased because investigations had 
turned up no evidence against 
them. 

Most ministers and other high- 
ranking officials were arrested 
when the Sudanese army, led by 
then-Defence Minister Gen. 
AbduJ Rahman Swareddahab, 
overthrew Numeiri on April 6. 
Investigations into allegations of 
corruption and other possible 
wrongdoing have been under way 
since them. 


Maarake, east of Tyre, was the 
centre of the commando mov- 
ement. With a half-dozen other 
Shi'ite villages it formed the so- 
called “Arc Of Resistance.” 

The town was hit hard by Isr- 
ael’s so cal led “iron fist" campaign 
to crush the resistance. It was att- 
acked 48 times before the Israelis 
left the area on April 29, more 
than any other village. 

For many. Mohammad Saad is 
the symbol of the Shfites’ new- 
found sense of identity and inf- 
luence. 

Saad, 27. was killed with II 


other fighters, including his 
second-in-oommand, Khalit Ger- 


So far Faraj has not been exe- 
cuted. He languishes in a cell in 
Amal headquarters in Tyre, his 
future uncertain. Ali Khrets, an 
Amal military leader in Tyre, said 
Faraj and other suspects “are awa- 
iting a legal decision from the hig- 
hest religious authorities under 
Islamic Law.” 

Faraj is luckier than other all- 
eged collaborators. Police and mil- 
itias say resistance groups tike 
Amal have killed at least 60 since 
September 1982. Two were shot 
dead in nearby Sidon on June 6, 
the third anniversary of the inv- 
asion. 

Police in Beirut said that at least 
25 alleged collaborators who fled 
to the capital from tbe south have 
been lolled by various militias. 

Amal, the main Shfite militia, 
now controls much of the Sonth. It 
wages a hit-and-run war against 
the South Lebanon Army, an 
Israeli-backed militia in a border 
buffer zone stretching from the 
Mediterranean to Ml Hennon in 
the east 

Throughout the occupation, the 


resistance was a secret org- 
anisation. But now it's coming out 
of the shadows, its fighters pub- 
licly bailed as heroes. 

Resistance fighter Jamal Saf- 
ieddine told a reporter that Saad, a 
staunch nationalist, gathered his 
friends a few days after tire inv- 
asion, and told them that, far from 
seeking to crush Palestinian com- 
mandos, the Israelis were out to 
grab the Litani River and its wat- 
ers. 

“We should struggle, we should 
resist," Safieddine recalled Saad 
urging ■ his friends. Two weeks 
later ’ they formed the first two 
four-man cells. 

Their first operations were little 
more than token pinpricks, swi- 
tching road signs around to con- 
fuse the invaders. Two weeks later 
they were attacking Israeli troops 
with guns and bombs. 

Eventually, they began using 
suicide car bombers to ram Israeli 
convoys or bases. Tbe Israelis lost 
654 men killed and 3,856 wou- 
nded in their Lebanon campaign, 
many of them in resistance att- 
acks. 

SaacTs brother, Mahmoud, said: 
“We dug pits near our homes in 
which we would hide when the 
Israelis attacked or rounded up 
people. Those pits kept us alive.” 

The resistance movement was 
extensive, much of it based on a 
Shfite network built up by Imam 
Moussa Sadr, a religious leader 
revered even more by Lebanese 
Shfites than Iran's Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini Moussa 
Sadr disappeared on a visit to 
Libya in 1978. 

Ohefla Sadieddine, a Shfite 
woman in Tyre, said she was a 
courier for the underground. 

‘Tm a religious woman so I 
always wear a scarf." she said. 
“Bat when I was on a mission, I 
took the scarf off so the Israelis 
wouldn't get suspicious of me as a 
Shi’ite. 


CAIRO (AP) — Yugoslav For- 
eign Minister Raif Dizdarcvjc met 
Sunday with President Hosni 
Mubarak, toe Middle East News 


A ffiT^ing. Mr. Biz- 


darevie described rdatkms bet- 
ween Egypt and Yugoslavia as 
“excellent” and said the two share 
identical views on the Middie East 
and Non-Aligned Movement, toe 
mam issues he and Mr. Mubarak 

dismissed. 

Mr. Dizdareric said they also 
ta over ways to continue and 
develop bilateral rel ati o ns . 

Mr. Dizdarevk arrived Sat- 
urday and held talks with Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid on 
the situation in the Middle East 
and issues related to tire next 
non-aligned foreign ministers* 


conference, tenu&vdy act for 
Angola in September. 

Egypt and YagbstaVi* on Sat- 
urday called on Israel to fttfiy wit- 
hdraw from Sooth Lebanon and 
stressed the necessity of hailing 
bloody fighting among various 
factions in Lebanon, including the 
attack on Palestinian refugee 
camps in Beirut- 

Earlier in toe day. President 
Hosni Mubarak made a similar 


appeal saying that rot a Wttfc Isr- 
aeli should be left inside Lebanese 


border. He was commenting on 
reports that hundreds erf Israeli 
soldiers were still manning several 
posts in South Lebanon despite an 
announcement Thursday by 
Maj.-Gen. Ori Orr. commander 
of Israeli forces in Lebanon toai 
toe withdrawal was oompicie. 


Eating out in Beirut is 
becoming dangerous 


Shultz rejects Soviet idea 


SLA tightens 


f Continued from page 1) 


Security Council members. 

But Mr. Shultz said Washington 


According to the agency, those 
released were former Information 
Minister Ali Shpmo. fotmet; Hea- 
lth- Minister. Abdul Salani - Saleh 
Eissa, Youssef Sulliman, former 
minister of state for energy, Ism- 
ail A1 Ha j Moussa, forraerhead of 
the Institute for Strategic and Pol- 
itical Studies and the deputy dir- 
ectorfor organisation in NuraeirTs 
dissolved Sudanese Socialist 
Union, Abdul Rahman Abbas. 


“We have received no com- 
plaints against those released, and 
their names have not been inv- 
olved in the cases we are presently 
investigating,*' MENA reported 
Sudanese ProsecutorOmar Abdul 
A tty as saying. 

He added, however, that the 
men would not be allowed to leave 
Khartoum until all investigations 
are completed. 

Sudanese officials have said 
they will put Numeiri on trial* 


was opposed to an international 
conference under either arr- 
angement, believing it would not 
produce what Jordan wanted. 
Peres 'warns* U.S. 
Meanwhile, Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Shimon Peres hps warned toe 

S ited States, that' preliminary 
ce talks with a Jc&danian- 
sstinian delegation could block 
efforts to launch Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

This was included in a letter sent 
by Mr. Peres in response to a mes- 
sage by Mr. Shultz reporting on his 
talks with King Hussein. 

Reading the text of his reply to 
toe cabinet Sunday, Mr. Peres said 
according to a communique that 
“preliminary negotiations bet- 
ween the United States and a 
Jordanian-Palestinian group 
would be liable to constitute an 
obstacle to direct talks.” 

In his reply to Mr. Shultz, Mr. 
Peres praised toe U.S. adm- 
inistration for its “devotion” to 
efforts to get peace talks started, 
toe communique said. 

Defence 'Minister Yitzhak 


Rabin told an. airport news con- 
ference on his return from toe 
United States his reasons for obj- 
ecting to preliminary talks, even 
“at a low-level.” 


pressure 


(Continued from page 1) 


“I believe that toe purpose of 
Jordan and toe PLO from this 
meeting would be to reach a sit- 
uation in which the PLO will rec- 
ognise Israel in exchange for U.S. . 
readiness to recognise the right of 
Palestinian setf-deterimnafion. 
The PLO (Palestine Liberation 
Organisation) would consider this 
an immense gain because they int- 
erpret this as an indirect if not dir- 
ect support for their demand for a 
Palestinian state," Mr. Rabin said. 

“I am not saying toe United Sta- 
tes is going to agree to that, only 
that this is their (the PLO’s) pur- 
pose." Mr. Rabin said. 


Mr. Rabin reiterated Israel's 
refusal to negotiate with members 
of toe PLO and said that he bel- 
ieved toe United States also was 
opposed to negotiation with “dec- 
lared members of the PLO.” He 
said the United States and Israel 
were in agreement on opposing an 
international peace conference 
with toe participation of toe Soviet 
Union. 


Nineteen other Finns, seized as 
they returned in a bus from leave 
in Israel, are being held in a sep- 
arate location. They Indude a 
major and two lieutenants. 

Goksel said toe SLA has moved 
the: 19 from die village ofrAdar 
issth/six kilometres, east OfOan- 
taYSu'-U-N. sources reported they 
had been taken to Marjayoun, toe 
SLA’s main base. But Goksel 
could not confirm that 

The sources said toe U.N. hos- 
tages are being held by around 50 
SLA militiamen. U.N. troops, inc- 
luding Finns, have ringed Qan- 
tara, but have made no effort to 
move in on toe SLA positions. 

Goksel said contacts between 
U.N. officials and toe SLA were 
underway at “different levels and 
different places,” but he declined 


to call them negotiations or give 
any other details. 


any other details. 

Amal has refused to release the 
11 SLA men they captured after t 
raid on Qantara early Friday. 
There was some speculation that 
toe SLA fighters bad defected to 
join their co-religionists. 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — The 
food was fine until the shooting 
started. At first, everyone in the 
restaurant on west Beirut’s once- 
fashionable Comicbe pretended 
not to notice the opposition gun- 
men firing automatic weapons 
below toe window overlooking the 
Mediterranean. 

There were a few raised eye- 
brows when Falangist gunners sta- 
rted pumping fire back. Gunfire in 
toe streets is part of life in this 
war-torn city, like honking horns 
and the cries of fruit vendors. 

But when toe shooting fused 
into one long furious blaze of fire, 
with .SO calfoer tracers zipping 
past toe window, toe diners moved 
away from toe glass to tables nea- 
rer the door. 

Then when gunmen burst into 
toe restaurant through the door, 
firing round the comer, there was 
only one thing left to do — eat in 
the kitchen behind toe cover of toe 
big stainless steel refrigerators. 

As meals go it wasn t too bad. 
The Cordite gave the French cui- 
sine a piquancy toe chef had 
never intended, but it was pal- 
atable. 

The gunfire, with both sides 
.loosing off profligate amounts of 
* ammun ition, died down after a 
half-hour and tbe window tables 
filled up again. Everyone went 
bade, to finish their meals with 
Arabic coffee. 

The evening was meant to be a 
Saturday night break from the 
war. But in Beirut there's no hid- 
ing place. 

By day, Nasser A wada works as 
a watchman outside an apartment 
block in west Beirut. At night, he 
dons bis combat fatigues, loads his 
AK-47 rifle and becomes a mil- 
itiaman, just like many other 
young men in this city of gunmen 
to whom fighting has become a 
way of life. 

He belongs to toe Shfite Mus- 
lim Amal Movement who right 
now are fighting their onetime all- 
ies, the Palestinians. Nasser. 23. a 
Lebanese, belonged to Fateh, the 
mainstream Palestinian faction 
led by Yasser Arafat, until 1982. 

So now he’s out there every 
night blazing away at his old frr- 


ends. He doesn’t find anything 
strange about that. 

”1 lost faith with Fateh when 
they fci the Israelis drive them out 
in 1982," he explained. "So I joi- 
ned Amal when it was starting up 
because they were fighting toe Isr- 
aelis. who arc our real enemy. 

“I don’t like the fact that Amal 
is now fighting the Palestinians. 
But toe Palestinians broke up into 
all kinds of factions and were no 
longer really a resistance. I have 
nothing against toe Palestinians 
personally, it’s just pofirics." 

Doesn't he find it a strain to 
hold down two jobs?”No. not rea- 
lly. ’Tve been doing it for so long, 
it's just like eating and sleeping 
Fighting's part of'my daily rou- 
tine.” 

Beirut's Channel 7 Television 
station broadcasts Arabic lan- 
guage shows and U.S. soap operas 
every day, just like its sister sta- 
tion,' Channel II. But when it 
comes to newscasts they go then- 
own way. 

Channel 7 is in mainly Muslim 
west Beirut, Channel ll is in toe 
eastern sector of the city. A spo- 
kesman for Channel 7 explained 
straight -faced. “while we have 
common programming, we pre- 
sent different versions of events in 
our newscasts.” 

The two stations are both run by 
the Lebanese Television Co., in 
which the government has a 50 per 
cent stake. Channel 7 is controlled 
by tbe Shi’ite Muslim Amal militia 
while Channel 1 1 is under Fal- 
angist control. 

Channel 7 made toe news itself 
the other night. Gunmen from a 
Muslim militia that rivals Amal 
fired four rocket -propcHcd gre- 
nades into toe station during the 
8.30 p.m. news bulletin. 

As toe grenades exploded aro* 
und him. newscaster Arafat H«j- 
azi. mild surprise registering on 
bis face, broke off reading AmttTs 
version of events to announce: 
“We* re going off toe air tor 3 few 
minutes." 


Fifteen minutes later, he was 
back on air. picking up exactly 
where he left off before toe news 
got a little too close for comfort 
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Lions PhBaddpUa Ctob. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 7*0 pm 
FttaddpHa Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday ai the Holiday Inn, 

Rctao^Onb* Meetings eveiy Tuesday 
at the Inte r co n t in e nta l Hotel. 2.00 pm 
Royal A n tnmoMc CHb. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Grde. TeL 815261, 815410. 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324-9 at jour service. 


ARRIVALS 


CHURCHES 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, let 624590. 


Jabal Amman. teL 624590. 

ffc iwl i Of A n — mri» * l nn I 

Catholic) Jabal Luwdbdeh, 63 


Catholic) Jabal Luwdbdeh, 637440. 
tie I SaDe CSmrdb (Roman CatbdSc ) 
Jabal Hussein, 661757. 


MUSEUMS 


Jabal Hussein, 661757. 

Ctancfa of te Aimonrtatinn (Greek 


10:15 

10*0 

10*0 

10:45 

10*0 

LL-06 

11*0 

12*0 

14*5 .... 
14*5 _ 

lfcJO 

17:15 

18*0 

18*0 

18*6 

18*0 

19*0 

19*5 

0L25 


Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ, MEA) 

. Lanaca, Damascus (RJ) 

Istanbul Ankara (RJ) 

Cairo (MS) 

Kuwait ( Kin 

— Jeddah, Medina (SV) 


WEATHER 


Amman g ov ern o r ate 891228 

Amman dvfl defence .... 198. 199 

Civil Defence Irtrid - 271293, 273131 

Gvil Defence Q u wc bm cfa 770733 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downtown tire brigade ._ 198 

Fust aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Gvil Defence rescue 661ZJ1 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Police rescue - 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141' 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water compfeants 771125/8 
Queen Alia lot Airport (08)53330/60 


AMMAN: 

Dr. I«a Haddad 

Dr. Khaled Abu Kfaanm , 

Nnmjukb pharmacy 

Mresh pharmacy 


Frras pharmacy 

AI Salam pharmacy 


Samer pharmacy 

Maber Pharmacy 

Musa pharmacy 


.897007 

770468 

623672 

770910 

661912 

,636730 

,636194 

669337 

.771326 


Bulletin supplied by the Departm en t of 
Meteorology. 


TAXI S: 

Khakd uxi 

Tamer taxi 

Tanna taxi 

Youth City taxi .... 

Jerusalem taxi 


.623715 

.066417 

644660 

.66327? 

.639655 


It will be fair with normal tem- 
perature. Light and variable winds wfn 
become northwesterly moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly mod- 
erate and cakn sea. 


HOSPITALS 


IRBID: 

Dr. Lssam AI Saleh 

AI Hassan pharmacy 


.27*722 

243916 


Cairo, Aqaba | 

~ New York. Vienna i 

Kuwait I 

B uc h ar est i 


Casablanca, Tonis 


Lowlhigh temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 13/32 

Aqaba 23/37 

Deserts 16/34 

Jordan Valley ... 19/37 


Hussein Medical Centre 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Ann 
Akileb Maternity, J. 


Jabal Amman Maternity ... 

Melbas, J. Amman 

Palestine, Shmesani ! 


Orthodox) Abdah, 62354L 
A ng H ran Church (Qmrdi c 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 31, Arabs 37. Humidity rea- 


FotUore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years okL Also mosaics 
from Madaba-aod J crash (4th bo 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a m, - 5 
tun. Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has an 
excellent coUccttoo of tbe antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabal AI QaTa (Citadel Hill). 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5,00 p4n. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 ajn. 
4.00 pjn.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National GaBery: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by CQaiemporary Islamic artists 
□om most of the Muslim countries and a 
collection Of painting s by 19th CctULfy 
orientalist artists. Muntazah, Jabal 
Luwdbdeh. Opening hours: 10.00 am, 
1.30 pm ana 3.00 pm • 6-00 pm 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 
Martyrs’ Memorial (MUtary Mason): 
Collection c£ military memor^niia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports Gty. Amman. Opening bouts 9 
am -4 pm Closed Samrdays. TeL 
664240. 

Popular Life of JaRtaMuara: lOOto 


Angflcan Church (Chnrdi of die Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman, 625383. 
Armenian Catboilc Church Ashrarieh, 
771331. 

Anuenfan Orthodox Chnrch Ashrafieh, 
775261. 

SL Ephrakn Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 77175L 
Amman Sntemat i i— i Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m ShmefeanL 816534, 
817534. 

Evangelical Luthers Onto, Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Stair), 
Td: 811295. 


dings: Amman 18 per cent, Aqaba 18 
■percent 


DEPARTURES 


Al-Maasher Hospital 

The Islamic, Aboali 

Al-Ahli, Abdali ...... 

Itafiao. Ai-Muha trees 
AJ -Bashir. J. Ashrafieh ~ 
Army. Marka 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
■ Amman 
.. 642441/2 

- 642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
... 669131 
845845/65 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 

- 664164-6 

- 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Asara AJ Madam 

AI Anddtts pharmacy 


985238 


general 


Jordan Televi&ioD 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 6*231 1 

H«d conqrfaunts 666412 

Mpecoopfemts 661X76 

Tcte phcwc Information U 

Jordan and Middle East e^k ... if) 

Overseas calls ___ i ^ ^ 

Repair service 11 


Frankfurt (LH) 

Beirut (RJ. MEA 1 

.... Damascus. Athens (OA) 


Bucharest (RJ) 

— Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

Vfetma, Chicago. Los Angeles 

^^rankfmt, Copenhagen (RJ) 
Kuwait (RJ) 

- ^q]qj 3| 2s£sobiil 

Mahja 

Cairb 

Kuwait 

i Medina, Jeddah 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Dutch guilder _ 
Egyptian guinea 
French franc _ 
Iraqi dinar 


Sunday rates 
Local sdllbvy rates in fils 


MARKET PRICES 


PRAYER TIMES 


03:47 — — — , — ... . ......... Fair 

05:28 — — (Sunrise) Doha 

12*5 Dhuhr 

14:16 Asr 

19*3 Maghreb 

2L24 Zra» 


........ Damascus, Lamaca 

Kuwait 

in-.H— Tl n- r ! ! Dlk^hl JUi 

— — ... — Bahrain, Doha 
Cairo 


— Aba Dhabi. Dubai 


Kowsiti dmar 

Lebane se lira 

Omani riyal — — — 

Qatari riyal 

SOTdiri)«J 

Swedish crown 

Swiss franc 

Syrian lira — 
UAE ... 

UJ£. sterling pound 

US. dollar 

W. German mart - 


115.2 i 116.1 

282.6/ 288.8 

416! 419 

387.6/ 394 

100) 160.4/ 16L1 

1320 .61 1327.6 

26.1/ 27 

1153.3/ 1161.6 

109*/ 110 

110 51 11 LS 

45.1/ 45.5 

154/ 153.2 

35.6/ 36lS 

108.9/ 109.8 

Id _ 507.4/ 51L5 

400 5/ 403 

129.8/ 130.8 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


University honours board of trustees 

AMMAN (Petra) — The University of Jordan Sunday held a 
ceremony to honour the university’s board of trustees. Jordan 
University President Abdul Sal am AJ Majali made a speech on 
die occasion paying tribute to the efforts of the board members. 

■ Another speech was made by the board Chairman Ahmad AJ 
.Lawzi, who is also speaker of the Upper House of Parliament. Dr. 

. Majali presented the board members with gifts towards the end of 
the ceremony. 

Majali requests support for ZDC festival 

■AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Education Abdul NVahhab AJ Majali Saturday called- on the min- 
isters of interior, labour and social development, informatio n, 
culture, tourism, antiquities and youth to extend every possible 
help to the festival Zarqa Development Corporation (ZDC) int- 
ends to hold in Zarqa on the occasion of His Majesty King 
Hussein 's gokien jubilee. The Armed Forces musical baud will 
take pan in the week long festival which will be held on Nov. 14. 

Centra] Bank draws fifth lottery 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Central Bank of Jordan Sunday drew its 
fifth lottery on die 1 3th issue of the government development 
bonds which mature in 1990. A bank spokesman said that a total 
of 102 prizes were announced by the special organising com- 
mittee. These prizes totalled JD 7,500 in value and are all free of 
moome tax. The Central Bank last month issued new bonds worth 
JD 8 million which are still open for sale to the public until June 

British ambassador visits JEA 

AMMAN (Petra) — British Ambassador to Jordan Arthur John 
Coles Sunday called at the Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) 
and discussed with JEA director general Mohammad Sa’id Ara- 
fefa cooperation between Jordan and Britain in electric power 
generation and the prospect of employing British expertise to 
train local personnel. They also reviewed JEA projects being 
. partly implemented with British loans or those bong carried out 
with the help of British contractors. 

IDB extends 46 loans to businesses 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
has agreed to grant 46 loans valued at a total of JD 43,500 for 
various projects. The funds will be used to finance factories pro- 
ducing confectionary, pastries, aluminium and building materials. 
Restaurants, blacksmiths and printing workshops are also to ben- 
' efh from IDB loans. 



JRIFAI, SHARfF ZAID RETURN: Prime 

PftaMer Zaid A1 Rttai and Armed Forces Com- 
Tmander hi Chief Gen. ShariT Zaid Ibn Shaker are 
| seen with Chief of the Royal Court Maryan A1 


Qasem and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of. 
Education Abchil Wahbab A1 Majali upon their arr- 
viai at Amman Airport Sunday (Petra photo) 


Woman begins labour in tawjihi examination; 
student fakes illness, tries to cheat in hospital 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 19-year-old 
woman from Salt gave birth to a 
child on the first day of the tawjihi 
examinations die was taking on 
Thursday. A report in the local 
press said that the woman was 
rushed to hospital and left the fol- 
lowing day after delivery to res- 
ume exams at the Salt Secondaiy 
School. According to the report, 
the woman and child are doing 
well and are in good health. 

* Another event also occurred 
during the first day of the exa- 
minations session. According to a 
report in the Al Dustour Arabic 
daily, one of the students taking 
the exam tried to cheat, but fin- 
ding this impossible, pretended to 
be sick and collapsed 


The authorities in charge of the 
examinations took him to hospital , 
where a Ministry of Education 
teacher was left to supervise him 
once he was able to resume wri- 
ting. The teacher was surprised to 
see his relatives coming to his hos- 
pital room carrying text books. 

The teacher threatened to rep- 
ort the 'matter unless the relatives 
left but he was beaten by the vis- 
itors as was a doctor who arrived 
unexpectedly on the scene. Acc- 
ording to the paper’s report, Min- 
ister of Education Abdul Wahhab 
Al Majali was alerted and the ass- 
ailants and the student have been 
detained for questioning. 

The Jordanian News Agency, 


Petra, said that the Ministry of 
Education has been dispatching 
teams to tour various exa- 
minations halls in order to ensure 
that students sitting for the tawjihi 
exams the end of the 
com pulso ry-stage exam are doing 
well and that everything is going to 
schedule. 

Petra said that the teams’ rep- 
orts indicated that the students 
were not compl aining about the 
examinations and that they were 
generally in hijgh spirits. Tne exa- 
minations, which started on Thu- 
rsday, are expected to end on June 
16, after which ministry teachers 
will embark on the process of 
marking the papers. 


Greco-Roman ruins retain mysteries of the Decapolis cities 


This is the first in a series of articles on the Greco-Roman Decapolis 
■cities which were built in north Jordan and south Syria. The first and 
second articles discuss the historical importance and possible regional 
roles of die 'ten' cities and later articles win review the Decapolis cities 
in Jordan. 


Text and Photos by 
Rami G. Khouri 

JMMAN' -r-r _ Visitors to .-Jordan 
today are always impressed, .by 
the grandeur of the ancient rtfins* 
of Jerash, the Greco-Roman city 
that flourished during Roman 
control of this area between the 
1st Century BC and the 4th Cen- 
tury AD. 

But Jerash was neither alone, 
nor unique. Its extensive, well pre- 
served ruins, perhaps the most 
complete of any erf the many 
Roman dues in the East, may give 
the false impression today that this 
was a singularly magnificent dty in 
the midst of an otherwise mun- 
dane region. 

In fact, Jerash was one of doz- 
ens of similar provindal Roman 
rities throughout Syria and Ara- 
bia. For nearly 150 years, during 
the first centuries BC and AD. it 
was part of an association of ten 
Greco- Roman cities known as the 
Decapolis. located throughout the 
area of north Jordan and south 
Syria. 

Ancient literary sources and 
maps clearly identify Jerash and 
other nearby Greco-Roman dries 
as part ot the Decapolis. or Greek 
for “ten cilics". 

Nineteenth and early 20th cen- 
tury scholars viewed the Dec- 
apols as a "‘confederation" or 
"league" of free Roman city- 
states, but this view has lost favour 
in recent years. The latest sch- 
olarship sees the Decapolis more 
as a region in north Jordan and 
south Syria where at least ten 
loosely associated provincial 
Roman dries and their territories 
flourished during the' early cen- 
turies of Roman fulein the Middle 
East. 

The Decapolis enigma 


For all the information thai has 


been pulled from the ground, gle- 
aned from ancient literaty sources 
and maps, or deciphered from 
coins' and inscription' ' fragment^' 1 
the Decapolis remainsan- ttrigrna: 
Its precise nature, role, com- 
position and extent are stDl per- 
plexing riddles that tax the minds 
of scholars interested in the eas- 
tern provinces of the Roman Emp- 
ire. 

Even the very word Decapolis, 
or ten dries, may be a cruel teaser, 
for several Roman waiters have 
left us slightly conflicting evidence 
of how many, and which, dries 
formed the Decapolis. 

The Decapolis was thought to 
have been formed when the 
Roman General Pompey marched 
south and captured Damascus in 
64/63 BC. Most of the Decapolis 
dries were originally established 
by the Macedonian settler- 
<o!diers of the Ptolemaic and Sel- 
eudd Kingdoms in the 3rd Cen- 
tury BC, following the conquest of 
the' Middle East by Alexander the 
Great. 

By the middle of the 1st Cen- 
tury BC, the Seleucid Kingdom in 
Syria had started to disintegrate. 
Pompey's annexation of Syria, 
and the creation of the Roman 
Province of Syria, ended the ana- 
rchy that was precipitated by the 
collapse of the Seleudd Kingdom. 

Pompey. freed several Dec- 
apolis dries from the control of the 
Hasmonaeans in Jerusalem, and 
coin evidence indicates most of 
the dries showed their gratitude 
by adopting a new calender that 
started with the year of their lib- 
eration in 64/63 BC. 

The Decapolis seems to have 
existed as a formal unit for 170 
years, until the Roman Emperor 
Trajan annexed Petra and the 
Nabataean Arab Kingdom in 
south Jordan and north Arabia in 
106 AD. The new Roman Pro- 
vince of Arabia {provlncia ara- 


bia), with its capital at Bostra, was 
created south of the Province of 
Syria, and the dries of the Dec- 
apolis were divided among the two 
provinces. 

What was it? 

, _Nflpe. r .Qf ri _the .^torical. 
erences-to the Decapolis from the^ 
'IstJGen'riify X(T<wwards expjla^yi , 
conclusively what' the Decapolis 
was. It may well have been a for- 
mal league or confederation of 
politically allied Roman city- 
states, sharing common military, 
commerdal and cultural interests, 
similar to other leagues of dries 
throughout the Roman provinces. 

It may only have been a con- 
venient geographical designation 
for that region that included the 
ten dries. The Decapolis may have 
been a commercial unti, or simply 
a Roman Empire administrative 
subdivision. 

It could also have had security 
considerations, acting as a buffer 
zone between the Roman pro- 
vince of Syria to the north and the 
Nabataean Arab kingdom and 
adjacent desert regions to the 
south. 

Or, it could have been all or 
several of these things ai different 
times between the 1st century BC • 
and the 2nd Century A D, as the 
territory and political con- 
figuration of the Decapolis pro- 
bably expanded, contracted and 
changed over time. The textual 
evidence provides many dues, but 
no condusive proof. 

The Decapolis is first men- 
tioned in the biblical references in 
the books of Matthew and Mark 
(which say Jesus passed through 
“the region of the Decapolis” and 
crowds of people followed Jesus 
“from Galilee and Decapolis and 
Jerusalem and Judaea and from 
the other side of the Jordan"). In 
both cases! the Decapolis seems to 
have a purely geographical mea- 
ning. 

Josephus mentioned the Dec- 
apolis four times in his 1st Century 
AD works, referring to “the inh- 



The Roman temple at Gadara (tftnm Qab) which was transformed 
into an octagonal Byzantine church 



abitants of the Decapolis". the 
“chief men of the Syrian Dec- 
apolis" and “the towns of the Syr- 
ian Decapolis". He also says Scy- 
thopolis was the 1 biggest of the 
Decapolis dries. 

A recently reinterpreted ins- 
cription found in western Tu rkey a 
century ago recounts the career of 
a Roman equestrian officer. His 
service in the eastern provinces of 
the Roman Empire included a 
posting in “the Decapolis of 
Syria**, conclusively dated from 
the end of the 1st Century AD. 
This inscription suggests the Dec- 
apolis was an administrative unit 
within the Province of Syria. 

The Roman writer Pliny, in his 
“Natural History” completed in 
77 AD, says: “Adjoining Judea on 
the side of Syria is the region of the 
Decapolis, so called from the 
□umber of its towns, though not all 
writers keep to the same list ..." 

He names the dries of the Dec- 
apolis as Damascus, Philadelphia, 
Raphana, Scythopolis, Gadara, 
Hippos, Dion, Pella, Galasa, and 
Canatha. (“Galasa” is a mis- 
spelling for Gerasa. or Jerash.) 

In the 2nd Century AD, the 
Egyptian- Roman geographer Pto- 
lemy lists 18 dries of Coela-Syria 
and the Decapolis in his “Geo- 
graphy”. Along with the ten Dec- 
apolis cities in Pliny’s list, Ptolemy 
includes Abila, Capitolias, Hel- 
iopolis, Saana, Ina, Saraoulis,. 
Adra. and Abila Lysanios. Pto- 
lemy seems to have combined two 
lists of dries of the Decapolis and 
of Coele-Syria. 

Ten cities 

Recent scholarship and exc- 
avation have Jnden&fied the ten 
cities of the, Decapolis as; Phi- 
ladelphia (modern Amman), 
Gerasa (Jerash)* Pella (Tabaqat 
Fahl), Scythopolis (Beisan, or 
Bethshean), Gadara (Umm Oais), 
Damascus, Hippos (Qal’at Al 
Huai, in the Golan Heights), 
Canatha (Kanawat, is southern 
Syria), Dium, and Raphana. 

The sites of andent Dium and 
Raphana have snot been con- 
clusively identified. The four lea- 
ding candidates for Dium are: Tell 
Husn and.Edun, both near Irbid; 
Kufr AbD, near Pella; and Tell al 
Asha’ari, near the Syrian border 
town of Dera’a. Scythopolis was 
the only Decapolis diy west of the 


Jordan River. 

Raphana may be the same city 
as Capitolias (modem Beit Ras, 
just north of Irbid), which may 
have been “refounded” and ren- 
amed Capitolias in 97/98 AD. 

After the Decapolis dries were 
incorporated into the Roman Pro- 
vinces of Syria and Arabia in 106 
AD, the term Decapolis con- 
tinued In use for some time. Sev- 
eral 4fo Century AD Byzantine 
writers, such as Eusebius, Epi- 
phanius and Stephanus of Byz- 
antium, seem to use the term Dec- 
apolis purely as a geographical 
designation for the area of north 
Jordan and south Syria. 


Jordan marks Army Day, 
Great Arab Revolt today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan today celebrates Ren- Geographic Centre which offers 
aissance Pay in commemoration of fte Great Arab fcpE 

Revolt against Ottoman rale led by Sharif Hussein parat j on 0 f atlases of Jordan and 
Ibn All of Mecca, His Majesty King Hussein’s great the Arab World, 
grandfather. 


The Great Arab Revolt broke 
out on Sha'ban 9, 1334 (June 10, 
1916) and aimed to bring about 
the unity of Arabs everywhere. It 
also marked die emergence of the 
Arabs as an independent entity, 
recognised by the world, acc- 
ording to the Jordanian News 
Agency, Petra. 

Jordan also Monday celebrates 
Army ’ Day. One of the ach- 
ievements of the Great Arab Rev- 
olt was the formation of the Arab 
army which marched under Sharif 
Hussein and his sons to liberate 
the Arab Nation. 

Under King Hussein, tbe 
Armed Forces have been greatly 
expanded and strengthened and 
provided with modem arms and 


□p to date equipment, enabling it 
to take part in the 1967 and other 
warn against Israel, Petra said in a 
release issued on the eve of the 
occasion. Apart from defending 
the nation, tbe Armed Forces 
have contributed to die dev- 
elopment of health, education and 
other fields. In Amman, Zarqa, 
Karak, Aqaba and Ittrid there are 
milit ary hospitals which cater for 
the health needs of the Jordanian 
milit ary and their families and 
which so far offered medical ser- 
vice to nearly 1.5 million people. 
The Armed Forces runs schools to 
offer education to the children of 
military personnel and in coo- 
peration with the public sector, it 
established the Jordan National 


Commemorative stamps 

On the occasion of Great Arab 
Revolt and Army Day, the Min- 
istry of Communications issued- a 
commemorative postal stamp 
which it said will Ire put Into cir- 
culation on Monday June 10. The. 
stamp is in denominations of 25, 
40, 60 and 100 fils. 

The Ministry of Education has. 
organised a drawing competition 
for school children. The drawings 
depict the Great Arab Revolt, the’ 
Armed Forces and their role. A 
ceremony to honour the winning ' 
; students was held Sunday and Bri-r 
gadier Adnan Daghestani, dir- 
ector of the army’s moral guidance 
department, distributed awards 
and spoke in appreciation of the 
Ministry of Education. 


Economy fared well last year despite 
regional recession, Tabba’a says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan's ove- 
rall national output last year was 
worth JD 2,008 million, reg- 
istering an increase of 8.6 per cent 
over the previous year's figures, 
and the country realised an overall 
local production worth JD 1,604 
million, an increase of 7.9per cent 
over 1983, according to Mr. 
Hamdi Al Tabba’a, chairman of 
the Federation of Jordanian Cha- 
mbers of Commerce. 

He said in an interview with tbe 
local press that there has been also 
a rise of 3.9 per cent in the cost of 
living index in Jordan during last 
year, the lowest figure registered 
in the country since 1968. This 
leaves only a four per cent inc- 


rease in the total economic activity 
in Jordan over 19S3, he said. 

Mr. Tabba’a quoted Central 
Bank of Jordan's figures as est- 
imating a total of JD 475 million 
to have been transferred to the 
country by expatriates employed 
in Arab countries during 1 984. He 
said that this has registered an inc- 
rease of 18 per cent over the 1983 
figures. 

Jordan’s estimated national 
exports during 1984 were worth 
JD 26 1 million, oompared with JD 
160.09 million in 1983, and imp- 
orts dropped from JD 1,103 mil- 
lion in 1983 to JD 1,071 million in 
1984, thus creating a favourable 
drop in the balance of trade def- 


icit,' Mr. Tabba’a said. 

In industry, he said, Jordan last 
year made a 15 per cent total inc- 
rease in production over 1 983, but 
he added that agricultural pro- 
duction dropped by 9.2 per cent 
due mainly to unfavourable cli- 
matic conditions. 

The banking sector was more 
active in 1984 than any other sec- 
tors in Jordan, but operations at 
the Amman Financial Market 
dropped last year by 58 per cent, 
according to Mr. Tabba'a. 

He said Jprdan, along with all 
countries in the Middle East reg- 
ion, was adversely affected by the 
current world economic recession. 


Alia Hotel stages soft opening, prepares 
for full operations by mid- July 


% a Jordan Times . 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Alla, the Royal Jor- 
danian Airline, has staged a “soft, 
opening” of thdtatest additions to. 
its - proud possessions; an - int- 
ernational standard hotel which is 
currently offering its own facilities 
to transit passengers using the 
Queen Alia International Airport 

The Alia Hotel, which has a 
capacity of 308 rooms — including 
suites — opened its doors to Alia 
transit passengers in late May and 
now averages about 100 guests, 
said Adnan Habboo, an ILO exp- 
ert under assignment to Alia Hos- 
pitality Services which is operating 
the Jordanian national carrier’s 
first-ever hotel. 

All facilities of the hotel are 
operational except the main res- 
taurant and three floors of guest 
rooms, Mr. Habboo told the Jor- 
dan Tones. “We have hired about 
50 per cent of the staff and have 
also been able to overcome a 
number of teething problems.” he 
added. 

He attributed the “relatively 
easy process of overcoming the 
problems” to the physical pre- 
sence of the main contractors, 
Sodeteg of France, at the hotel 
site. 

Tbe JD 9 million hotel, financed 
by the French government agency 


Coface, is expected to be frilly 
operational by mid-July when it 
will formally open its doors to the 
public, the ILO expert said 

fine 
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" However . we are aJsoxatering 
to a few ‘walk-in’ customers in 
recent days," he said adding that 
all communication facilities, inc- 
luding telex and telephones, have 
been commissioned One of the 
highlights of tbe hotel’s features is 
a direct telephone line in every 
guest room to the Alia inf- 
ormation desk at the Queen Alia 
International Airport, just under 
two kilometres from tbe hoteL 

Through the construction and 
commissioning of the project was 
completed in early January, con- 
siderations of seasonal demand 
had apparently delayed the formal 
opening of the hotel, one of the 
cherished goals of Alia which used 
to make use of various private- 
owned hotels in Amman to meet 
its demands of hotel facilities to its 
transit passengers. In addition. 
Alia has also to cater to transit 
passengers of other airlines whose 
ground operations are handled by 
the Jordanian national carrier. 

Mr. Habboo had told the Jor- 
dan Times in an earlier interview 
that the requirements of Alia, 
which provides' about $60,000 
“bed-nights” to its transit pas- 


sengers every year, will cover most 
of the operational costs of the 
hotel, which, in frill capacity, will 
employ about 250 people. Acc- 
ording to Mr. Habboo, who hel- 
ped establish foe Ammon Hotel 
Training College in Amman, most 
of foe hotel's staff will be Jor- 
danian. 

Facilities 

.The Alia Hotel offers almost 
every facility offered by a similar 
establishment of international 
standards and is built in con- 
formity with all facilities of a five- 
star hotel. However, according to 
Jordanian criteria of determining 
foe grades of hotels, foe Aha , 
Hotel has been given a four-star 
rating. 

Facilities offered at foe Alia 
Hotel include central air- 

conditioning with individual the- 
rmostats in the rooms, colour tel- 
evision, four-channel music, aut- 
omatic wake-up system, two cha- 
nnel in-house movies day and_ 
night and 24-hour room service. 

In addition, foe hotel houses a 
175-seat coffee-shop which is fun- 
ctioning since the “soft opening”, 
foe main 375-seat restaurant 
which is expected to be opened 
soon, swimming pool, poolside 
bar, fitness centre and sports and 
recreation facilities. The hotel 
serves Far Easton, Middle Eas- 
tern and European food. 
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Reaffirming basic roles 

THE COMMITTEE now preparing the next Jordanian five- 
year plan, contrary to earlier similar efforts, has the advantage 
of nearly 15 years of sustained Jordanian development behind 
it npon which it can draw. The last two five-year plans were 
formulated and implemented in a context of rapid growth 
throughout Jordan and the wider Arab region, when monetary 
resources were substantial and basic priorities rattier logical. 
Now that the decade of infrastructural growth is almost com- 
pleted, our planners have a new set of challenges and priorities 
to face. 

In our part of the world, the planning process has always 
focussed heavily on buddmg projects, torfiniral facilities and 
phys ical wlifims — homes, ports, roads, schools, hospitals, 
community centres, airports, water networks, power plants 
and the like. In the coming decade, the focus must shift slightly 
from projects to processes, from physically budding nations to 
sus taining them economically, socially and politically. 

In this context, our planners have to address more clearly the 
proce sse s by which individnals relate to the forces and mec- 
hanisms of statehood and nationhood. Injordan, this requires 
a deep assessment of the role of the private sector vis-a-vis the 
public sector. For the past decade, the public sector has gra- 
dually encroached upon territory that had always been seen as 
the responsibility of our private entrepreneurs. The result has 
been a binning of the traditional lines of responsibility between 
private capital and public institutions. Given the two-year-old 
recession that has defined Arab economies, this has also tra- 
nslated Into more cantion by private investors in investing then- 
money and filling-in the economy. 

Hie recent constraints on the government’s budget require 
that the private sector in Jordan reactivate its investment 
drive, particularly in the field of industry, services and social 
development. For this to happen, there must be a dear und- 
erstanding, between the public and private sectors, mi the roles 
and rp^Miwihilirip«i ftf «>fh- .Jordan h«< proved' in the past 
decade that-it has both the human and capital resooroesin the ’ 
private sector to dmulder devdopmental responsibilities that 
the government has traditionally handled, in such fields as 
education and housing, to mention only two of the more obv- 
ious. Such a trend is good for Jordan, and should be rea- 
ffirmed. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i : Partial support helps none 

U.S. SECRETARY of State George Shultz and British’ Prime Min- 
ister Margaret Thatcher have reportedly agreed during a meeting in 
London to support the Jordanian-Palestinian accord of Feb. 11. But 
both said they do not support the idea of holding an international 
conference oa the Middle East with the purpose of excluding the 
Soviet Union from such parley. But the two ideas are contradictory 
because though the two countries support the Amman agreement, 
they have failed to prove this by opposing theprojected international 
conference which Jordan and the PLO call for in the Amman agr- 
eement 

The exclusion of the Soviet Union from such a conference will 
deny any negotiations their international character, something una- 
cceptable to Jordan and the PLO, which call for an international 
umbrella to supervise the implementation of U_N. Security Council 
resolutions on the Arab-lsraeli conflict Excluding die Soviet Union 
means giving do guarantees for such an agreement to last and die 
Arab cannot accept a Western hegemony on their affairs by exc- 
luding the Soviet Union, whose presence can bold the balance in the 
equation. 

Al Dustour: Reconciliation still distant 

THE PREVAILING situation in Lebanon indicates that rec- 
onciliation among the warring factions is still out of reach and that 
many obstacles have been placed in the path of peace, making it a far 
possibility in the foreseeable future. 

For (me thing, the civil war is still going on despite aD previous 
agreements in Switzerland to bring about a settlement that can 
guarantee the rights of all groups in the country. There are also the 
problems of the South Lebanese Army, the aimed militias and the 
attacks on the refugee camps which have caused the loss of life of 
many innocent people. 

The series of events in Beirut and other towns and cities are no 
doubt influenced by foreign powers which have different interests in 
Lebanon. But it seems that these powers agree on one thing at least, 
and that is to continue destroying Lebanon and exterminate its 
people. These powers support different groups which continue to 
fight one another in a losing war that can achieve nothing but ruin and 
loss for the whole of Lebanon. 

It seems that the more influence and interference these foreign 
powers have in Lebanon the more things get complicated for the 
Lebanese and peace becomes impossible to attain. 

Sawt Al Shaab: Some enjoy bloodshed 

ANY ARAB country refraining from taking part in the current Arab 
League Council meetings in Tunis should be considered as one that 
supports the present aggression on the Palestinian refugee camps of 
Beirut. Any country trying to present the on-going attacks on the 
camps as an internal Lebanese affair is hying to deceive the world 
public opinion and finding a pretext to perpetuate the tragedy of the- 
Palestinian people. 

Such countries are dearly trying to justify the crimes of the agg- 
ressors and supporting the criminals against the victims. The Pal- 
estinian camps have been exposed to bloodbaths, first carried out by 
the Israelis and the Falangists and now by the ShTites, while the 
government of Lebanon continues to prove to be impotent and - 
unable to deal with the situation and to put an end to massacres. 

The Arab governments have failed so for to take any action to 
protect the refugees and it is now up to the Arab League to chaw up a 
pan-Arab action that can expose the aggressors and put an end to 
the fighting. The Arab League Council now meeting in Tunis should 
take a step further and try to mobilise Arab countries’ efforts in the 
face of dangers from Israel and Iran that continue to threaten the 
Arab nation's existence. 


Guest Column 


By Tareq Masanrah 


Who are Shamir, Rabin trying to deceive? 


ISRAELI FOREIGN Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir made a sta- 
tement during his visit to Lon- 
don recently rejecting the idea 
of involving the PLO in any 
peace-making process because 
he said the PLO calls for the 
destruction of Israel. 

In Washington, his col- 
league, Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin was quoted as say- 
ing almost at the same time that 
his government refuses the 
idea of an international con- 
ference to discuss the Middle 
East question, because, he 
said, the Soviet Union was not 
concerned with peace in the 
region. Shamir, who represents 
the Likud bloc in the present 
coalition, and Rabin, who rep- 
resents Labour, have been try- 


ing to play roles abroad res- see that the Palestinians are 
embling those played within 
Israel, but seem to be unaware 


of the fact that their game has 
been exposed to the world, 
which cannot be taken in any 
longer by Israel's deception. 

Shamir's rejection of the 
PLO role is in reality a rej- 
ection of the existence of the 
Palestine problem and the pro- 
blem of the Palestinian people. 
Bui since he cannot reiterate 
Golda Meir’s 1967 claims that 
the Palestinians do not exist, he 
tends to describe the PLO as a 
terrorist organisation intent on 
destroying Israel, and he refers 
to the Palestinians as terrorists. 
His statement, however, can- 
not deceive his audience in Bri- 
tain. whose people realise and 


being destroyed after being 
turned out or their own hom- 
eland by Israel. Britons realise 
that Shamir himself is a ter- 
rorist and that he has a fat rec- 
ord of terrorist activities duririg 
the British mandate in Pal- 
estine. Rabin's rejection of the 
projected international con- 
ference, claiming that Moscow 
is not concerned with peace in 
the region is a mere attempt to 
'follow Washington’s course of 
campaign against the Soviet 
Union.. Rabin realises the fact 
that Ins American audience 
knows quite well that the idea 
of an international conference 
is aimed at involving the Uni- 
ted Nations Security GoundTs 
permanent members in the 


peace-making process, and 

these members are not only the 

Soviet Union, and that the aim 
of sudi a conference is the imp- 
lementation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242, which 
the Soviet Union along with 
world nations are concerned to 
have implemented. 

When an Arab League del- 
egation led by King Hussein 
visited Moscow to explain the 
Fez Arab Summit resolutions, 
they were told by the Kremlin 
that these resolutions on the 
Middle ^ East question form a 
bare minimum of Arab dem- 
ands, and that the Arab cou- 
ntries are advised not to offer 
further concessions. 

When Kfcg Hussein went to 
Washington, he submitted the 


same Fez resolutions which 
form the minimum acceptable 
to the Arabs. But the Was- 
hingtoa visit ws a step rewards 
breaking flit deadkre and tak- 
ing the Fez resolutions from 
the staged mere theory to put 
them into practice. As a first 
step, foe King exerted efforts 
towards a US. recognition of 
the PLO as a full partner on 
equal footing with Jordan in a 
future dialogue. 

Back in the Middle East, we 
find IsraeFs prime minister 
Shimon Peres saying that his 
government accepts the idea of 
negotiating with the Pal- 
estinians of the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip, who he des- 
cribed as intelligent people and 
have their own representatives. 


But Peres also reuses that 
thee people, who bad recently 
met US. envoy Richard Mor- 
phy, had handed iriffli widen 
m emora ndum d ec l ari ng that 
the PLO remains their wta 
representative. 

Going over to the Arab side, 
we find that they free theon- 
timiing no-war. no-peaoe sit- 
uation. If the Arab League 
countries want to put their Fez 
resolutions into practice and 
break the deadlock, they sho- 
uld hold an Arab summit 
where they can adopt a unified 
stand. They ought to do *6 now 
because it b the P&Iestiniam 
that continue to pay foe price 
of the no- war, no-peace sit- 
uation in the region. 


NATO ministers put unity before support of ‘Star Wars’ 


By Paul Taylor 

Reuier 

ESTORIL — The NATO allies, 
for the sake of unity with France, 
have backed off from public sup- 
port of President Reagan's "Star 
Wars" programme, diplomats 
said. 

The outcome of a two-day. 
NATO foreign ministers' meeting 
here was a setback for the United 
States, which had sought an end- 
orsement of its space weapons 
research effort, but not necessarily 
a blow to the Geneva arms talks, 
they said. 

The final communique declared 
strong support for IT.S. efforts in 
all three areas of the negotiations 
— strategic and medium-range 
missiles and arms in space — but 
contained no reference to Mr. 
Reagan's Strategic Defence Ini- 
tiative (SDI). 

British Foreign Secretary Sir 
Geoffrey Howe said it was no sec- 
ret that the allies held differing 
views on the American pro- 
gramme and that some wanted no 
part of it. 

Friday's communique con- 
trasted sharply with the ent- 
husiastic backing which NATO 
defence ministers, meeting wit- 


hout France, gave to SDI in Lux- 
embourg last March. 

A West European diplomat said 
the Luxembourg statement, which 
described the iTS. research as "in 
NATO's security interest," app- 
eared in hindsight to have been 
the high-water mark of allied sup- 
port for the programme. 

France has in recent months 
proposed a civilian programme 
known as “Eureka”, grouping 
European Community members*, 
for research into the same areas of 
high technology a$ SDI. 

French Foreign Minister Rol- 
and Dumas made clear here that 
Paris would not subscribe to any 
form of words blessing the Ame- 
rican project, which President 
Francois Mitterrand has con- 
demned as “over-armament." 

A senior West German official 
said the main aim in Estoril was to 
avoid isolating France, while sup- 

S >rting Washington's stance in the 
eneva talks with Moscow. 
Foreign Minister Hans- Dietrich 
Genscher said: “This is not a cos- 
metic but a realistic com- 
munique." 

In fact, France was far from iso- 
lated. Denmark, Norway and 
Greece all resisted 3ny public 


endorsement of “Star Wars". 

NATO Secretary- General Lord 
Carrington said there had never 
been any likelihood of a dissenting 
French footnote to the com- 
munique. “ We did not have a row 
on SDI.” he declared. 

He said the issue was likely to be 
debated in NATO for years and 
the 16 ministers had begun a real 
discussion here about the long- 
term implications of a possible 
space-based defence against nuc- 
lear missiles for alliance security. 

Secretary of State George 
Shultz agreed that the US. would 
have liked a public endorsement 
of SDI but said Moscow would be 
wrong to think NATO was divided 
in its approach to Geneva. 

He said Washington had not 
sought to extract support from the 
allies for “Star Wars” as a con- 
cession. But he had found very 
broad support for the necessity of 
U.S. research given Soviet efforts 
in the same field. 

Senior NATO diplomats said 
Mr. Shultz had acted graciously 
and sensibly in not pressing for a 
specific statement on SDI. 

They also praised his request for 
allied guidance on whether the 
U.S. should continue to observe 



foe SALT-2 arms limitation tre- 
aty, which President Reagan is 
due to decide this weekend. 

Diplomats said the SALT-2 dis- 
cussion and foil briefings on foe 
Geneva talks conveyed the imp- 


ression to Western, public opinion 
that the Reagan administration 
was serious about consultation 
and arms oonuol. 

This would be reinforced if Mr. 
Reagan decided, against the adv- 


ioe of hawks in the US. Defence 
Department, not to abandon 
SALT-2 and to be willing to trade 
away space weapons for deep cuts 
in offensive missiles in Geneva, 
they said. 
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Habre celebrates three years in power 


By Claude Regin 

Reuier 

N’DJAMENA — Chadian Pre- 
sident Hissene Habre Friday ce- 
lebrated the third anniversary of 
his takeover, amid clear signs that 
he has considerably strengthened 
his hold on this vast and imp- 
overished Central African nation. 

There has been little cause for 
celebration and Friday’s cer- 
emonies could mark just one 
among many violent episodes in 
the history of a country torn by 
civil war for the past two decades. 

Northern Chad is occupied by 
Libyan troops, effectively splitting 
the country in two, guerrilla act- 
ivity is disrupting life in the more 
prosperous and fertile south, 
while the worst drought recorded 
this century has added to the suf- 
fering brought by war. 

Yet. Chadians and Western dip- 
lomats view Mr. Habre's record 


over the last three years as pos- 
itive. 

This war-scarred capital city is 
being rebuilt, many houses riddled 
with bullet holes are being dem- 
olished to make way for new dwe- 
llings. the administration is more 
efficient than it was and cor- 
ruption is being ruthlessly dealt 
with. 

Mr. Habre, a 44-year-old for- 
mer guerrilla leader turned pre- 
sident, has also forged a sense of 
national unity and purpose hit- 
herto lacking among his 4.5 mil- 
lion oountrymen, Chadians said. 

He has tried hard and met with 
some success in overcoming tra- 
ditional rivalries between nor- 
thern Muslim Arabs and southern 
Christian or animist blacks, the 
root cause of Chad’s woes since it 
became independent from France 
25 years ago. 

According to informed sources, 
Mr. Habre was. very surprised by 


the rapturous welcome he rec- 
eived from the population during 
his recent tours of southern pro- 
vinces, reputedly hostile to nor- 
therners. 

Guerrillas roaming the south 
are rallying behind Mr. Habre in 
increasing numbers and Foreign 
Minister Gouara Lassou, himself a 
prominent southerner, predicted 
there would soon be no rebels left 
in that part of the country. 

Mr. Lassou told Reuters in an 
interview that some 4,000 gue- 
rrillas had joined government for- 
ces in the past few months, the 
result of patient efforts by cabinet 
ministers touring the southern 
provinces offering jobs in the nat- 
ional army. 

The already loose and fragile 
coalition known as the Tra- 
nsitional Government of National 
Unity (GUNT) which ruled Chad 
from November 1979 until it was 


drivea put of N'Djamena by Mr. 
Habre's guerrilla forces on June 7, 
1982, is foiling apart. 

It has splintered into countless 
rival factions and is becoming less 
relevant each day, according to 
most diplomats here who agree 
with Mr. Lassou that the real con- 
frontation is the one pitting Chad 
against Libya. 

The opposition's chief arg- 
ument against Mr. Habre's leg- 
itimacy was that he clung to power 
only under the umbrella provided 
by french forces which has con- 
siderably boosted Mr. Habre's 
domestic and international pos- 
ition, one Western diplomat said. 

The Chadiatj government has 
repeated it is ready to resume 
peace talks which broke down in 
foe Congolese capital of Bra- 
zzaville last October if opposition 
groups modify foeir stand on key 
issues. 


Tanaka’s office closure signifies end of prowess 


By Tim Pearce 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Prospects of Japan's 
political kingmaker, former Prime 
Minister Kakuei Tanaka, making 
a comeback from a stroke look 
slimmer than ever after an ann- 
ouncement that his private office 
is to be closed. 

He used foe office in Tokyo to 
control foe workings of Japan’s 
ruling Libera] Democratic Party 
(LPD) for more than a decade 
until he was partially paralysed in 
February. 

The announcement Thursday 
by Mr. Tanaka’s son-in-law and 
lawyer, sent shock waves through 
foe political establishment and 
signalled that the man dubbed 
Japans “shadow Shogun" could 


be finally bowing out. 

LDP sources said the closure of 
foe nerve centre of all Mr. Tan- 
aka’s political activities showed 
his family thought it increasingly 
unlikely that he would again play 
an active part in politics. 

Political analysts said foe veil of 
secrecy cast over Mr. Tanaka’s 
condition by his family and aides 
since his stroke meant he was in 
worse shape than hospital bul- 
letins suggested. At one stage it 
was not even clear whether he was 
at home or in hospital. 

Mr. Tanaka, a construction 
company magnate who was prime 
minister for two years until he res- 
igned in disgrace in 1974. has been 
foe driving force behind every 
premier since. 


The flurry of excitement that 
has greeted each indication he was 
seriously ill showed how hard it 
was for politicians to accept his 
withdrawal. 

Mr. Tanaka’s Secretary Shigezo 
Hayasaka told a press conference 
he had not been warned of foe 
office closure. “I am stunned by 
the sudden announcement,” he 
told reporters. 

Lawyers for Mr. Tanaka, who 
resigned as prime minister amid a 
flurry of charges of corruption in 
high places, are still preparing an 
appeal against a four-year jail sen- 
tence for taking bribes from the 
Lockheed Aircraft Corporation. 

His lawyer said he would retain 
a political office at his home but 
analysts raid foe longer Mr. Tan- 


aka remained ill the more likely 
his faction followers would drift 
away to seek fresh political pat- 
ronage. 

Even before Mr. Tanaka fell iU, 
his 122-member faction, the lar- 
gest in foe LDP, was split by foe 
creation of a so-called Political 
Study Group by Finance Minister’ 
Noboru Takesbita. 

Mr. Takeshita has his eye on the 
premiership which Yasuhiro Nak- 
asone must relinquish in Nov- 
ember 1986. He had hoped that 
by creating a rival power base he 
would be able to push Mr. Tanaka 
into backing him for party and nat- 
ional leadership. 

Mr. Takeshita, 61, is one of foe 
“younger” generation of Japanese 
leaders jockeying for foe top job. 


Storm could .affect 




Bangladeshpolitics 


By David Briscoe 
Associated Press 

DHAKA, Bangladesh — 
Martial-law President Hussain 
Mohammad Ershad has gained 
new public prominence with a 
quick and very personal response 
to the hurricane foar killed more 
than 10.000 people m his 14- 
year-old nation. But the effect of 
the storm on politics in Ban- 
gladesh is uncertain. 

Some observers believe Gen. 
Ershad’s increasing self- 
confidence, bolstered by millions 
of dollars in foreign storm aid, 
migjht lead him to allow an ele- 
ction to restore parliament before 
,the end of foe year. This would 
return some civilian influence to 
government and perhaps increase 
foreign confidence and aid. 

Few, however, expect major 
steps toward full democracy or a 
long-term boost to Gen.-Ershatfs 
power, despite the events sur- 
rounding foe storm. Opposition 
politicians say relief efforts will 
only further show the nation’s 
impoverished condition, its dep- 
endence on foreign aid and what 
they claim is popular dis- 
satisfaction with military influence 
in foe nation of 100 million peo- 
ple. 

Public attention focused on 
Gen. Ershad throughout the 
storm relief effort as he handed 
out saris, directed foe burial of 
bodies and led Indian Prime Min- 
is terRajiv Gandhi and Sri Lankan 
President Junius R. Jayewardene 
to Urir Char Island, the area worst 
hit by the storm. Gen. Ershad 
himself spent a night on foe island 
with grieving survivors. His app- 
eals for international relief have 
brought millions of dollars in ple- 
dges. 

The president's picture app- 
eared in Dhaka newspapers first 
with the dead, then foe survivors, 
and finally trudging through foe 
mud of Urir Char for television 
cameras as many of foe survivors 
looked on. 

“General Ershad is weeping, so 
people are impressed outside the 
affected area," former Prime Min- 
ister Shah Azizur Rahman, a 
member of foe opposition, said in 
an interview. “But it will not help 
him because rehabilitation (of 
many of foeloses from foe storm) 
is not possible;’ 

Ataur Rahman Khan, another 
former prime minister and a lea- 
der of Gen. Ershad’s ruling Peo- 
ple’s Party, said, “enlightened 
self-interest has pulled the mil- 
itary together and if they think an 
election will help them, they might • 
allow it to be called in Nov- 
ember.” 


But Mr. Kahn, an elder $t 
tesman who speaks freely abo 
Bangladesh polites. said many 
foe storm victims were being ne 
lected and that any improve me 
in Gen. ErshacTs image won 
only be temporary. 

In an interview at his Dhaka r< 
idence, Mr. Khan saidGen.Ersh 
is unlikely ro make any chang 
that will affect the power and pi 
vikge of the military, which tj 
president himself acknowledges 
an important constituency. 

“There can be no real free cl 
ction, no home for democracy 
he said. 

Mr. Kahn was removed 
prime minister in March wk 
Gen. Ershad dissolved his avfli 
cabinet under opposition pr 
ssure. 

Gen. Ershad" s rjsc to pow 
began after the 1981 assassinate 
by soldiers of President Zia 
Rahman, called Zia. As a leadii 
general in the 100.000-strong mi 
itary, Gen. Ershad pushed to gi* 
foe military a prominent role 
government. 

He grabbed power 10 mom! 
after President Zia’s death, di 
solved parliament, suspended d 
constitution, arrested sever 
opposition leaders and has' sin 
ruled by martial law. 

After a 1983 visit to U.S. Pr 
sident Ronald Reagan. Gen Hr 
had promised parliamentary el 
ction s and a return to democrat 
four times trying to schedule el 
ctions. 

But each time, his opp on ents 
more than 20 political groups rc 
used to participate, de manding l 
first fift martial /aw and give t 
power to a caretaker govern me n 

In March, Gen. Ershad baton 
political activity and dosed tj 
nation's six universities. He ah 
placed under house arrest two u 
opposition leaders. Preside] 
Zia's widow. Begum Khafida Z3 
and Hasma Wajed, daughter < 
another Bangladesh leader. 
efch M^jfonr Rahman, killed i 

. Since March, Bangladesh cj 
tzens have twice gone to the pol 
"T on E? for a referendum cm wfr 
foer Gen. Ershad should Slay i 
power and once to elect leaders* 
ttewly formed local districts calk 
“UpiztAs.” * ?.v 1 

Gen. Ershad claimed 9*14 p. 
pent approval with 76 per cent vc 
mg in the referendum. Shah Aa 
zur Rahman called it a “eoto as 
fraud” and said no toon ftanfr 
per cent voted. . 

Gen. Ershatf scribes ace foedi 
tnn elections as an effort te bttf 
a political base in foe countmfc 
nriweafceB P art ««*eotif Rise* 
returned. 


Arab-Americans politically more active after election 


By James Zogby 


THIS IS the second m a series of articles whith the Jordan Tones and 
. Us sister Arabic daily Al Ra’i. publish on the Arab- American com- 
mumty in the US. and its entrance into mainstream US. politics. In 
this artic le, the writer, who is a prominent Arab American and a 
political activist and organiser, sketches die recent efforts of Arab 
American to buMimtheexperknces of tiietrinvolvememinthc 1984 
presidential campaign and to develop themselves as a political con- 
stituency within the Democratic and Republican parties. In die article. 
Dr. Zogby, who is co-founder executive director of the newly- 
established Arab American Institute (AAI), also reviews a survey he 
conducted recently in an effort to better understand the political lea- 
mmgs of the Arab- American community in the U.S. Dr. Zogb/s first 
article appeared in last Monday’s Jordan Times. 

LEARNING FROM their exp- . Arab- American Institute (AAI) 
crienoes in the 1984 presidential to formally invite Arab Americans 
campaigns, Arab Americans to join the party. Also appearing 


their involvement in U.S. politics, same message were Reps. Nick 
Ibis is dear both from recent Rahall (D-W.Va.) and Mary Rose 
Arab- American electoral political Oaker (D-Ohio), two of the three- 
activity and from the more recent Arab Americans appointed as 
formation of the Leadership Pro- vice -chairs of the Miondale cam- 
' ject of the Arab- American Ins- paign. Oakar, who was recently 
tirate. elected secretary of the Dem- 

Arab- American gains seem ocratic Caucus of the House of 
most pronounced on the Rep- Representatives, one of the most 
* ublkan side. Following their great' powerful positions in the party, 
successes in the Rcagan-Bush rec- was especially encouraging in her 
, lection . effort, Arab Americans, remarks. . 

were invited by the Republican! Efforts are now underway to 
Party to form an Arab- American; found the Arab- American Dem- 
Rep^lkan Federation as a part of ocratic Clubs, headed by John 
the party’s ethnic Heritage Cou- Zogby, a New York state Arab- 
nefl. One of the most active units American activist who recently 
■ of the Republican Party, the Her- was appointed to be chairman of 
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itage Council brings together the 
federations of about 40 different 
UJS. ethnic constituencies. Of all 
the major ethnic groups, up until 
now only the Arab Americans' 
have been unrepresented. 

Accepting his party’s invitation, 
George Salem, a former 
Reagan-Busb campaign official, 
set out to form the Arab— 
American Republican Fed- 
eration. It was accomplished in 
record time. The Arab- Amen can . 
unit already has 12 certified state 
units and has applied to the nat- 
ional party for official seating in 
tire Heritage Councils which, they 
, have been privately assured, will' 
* be granted at the May 1985 ann- 
ual meeting in Washington. 

On the Democratic side, mee- 
tings with party officials in the 
wake of the Mondale debacle have 
proven fruitful. Arab-American 
Democrats have been encouraged 
to form national Democratic 
Clubs and to become active mem- 
bers of tiie party’s Business and 
Finance Councils, two influential 
groups which _p lay a. large role in 

new Kc- ^ 

eptivity of the Democrats, to 
Arab-American involvement, the 
chairman of the party’s Council on 
Ethnic Americans, Sen. Dennis 
DeCondni (D-Ariz.), came to the 
recent founding conference of the 


same message were Reps. Nick 
Rahall (D-W.Va.) and Mary Rose 
Oakar (D-Ohio), two of the tbree- 
Arab Americans appointed as 
vice -chairs of the Mondale cam- 
paign. Oakar, who was recently 
elected secretary of the Dem- 
ocratic Caucus of the House of 
Representatives, one of the most 
powerful positions in the party,. 
was especially encouraging in her 
remarks. 

Efforts are now underway to 
found the Arab-American Dem- 
ocratic Clubs, headed by John 
Zogby, a New York state Arab- 
American activist who recently 
was appointed to be chairman of 
the “Committee of the Future” 
for the central New York party. 

This simultaneous receptivity of 
both parties to Arab-American' 
involvement and the commitment 
of Arab Americans to become 
involved was dearly in evidence at 
the March 1st and 2 founding con- 
ference of the AAL The two days 
of meetings brought together 160 
Arab Americans from 24 states to 
plan and implement a strategy to 
“enhance Arab-American inv- 
olvement in the political process.” 
,_.The assembled Arab Ame- 
ricans heard from three U.S. sen- 
ators (Dole, the Republican maj- 
ority leader of the Senate; Abd- 
nor, an Arab American from 
South Dakota; and DeCondni), 
four members of Congress (Oakar 
and Rahall, Dale Kildee and the 
newly-elected Republican, Helen 
Bendy), and leaders of most of the 
major U.S. e thnic constituencies. 
The organisers of the institute pre- 
sented a plan to develop «an 
Arab-American fund and to seek 
ont and support Arab-American 
candidates for public office.. The. 
jAA|Jafl%r^sed featjwhife US. 
TvflcMle Efist policy Is a mfijoV'toti- ' 
cem of Arab Americans, to be eff- 
ective Arab Americans need to 
secure their positions in both par- 
ties and in the communities where 
they live. The survival and pro- 
sperity of the organised Arab- 


American community, it noted, 
depends on its integration into the 
U.S. political system. 

Early signs of Arab-American 
enthusiasm for such local grass- 
roots involvement are not hud to 
find. On April 2, a number of 
Arab Americans were involved m 
local elections in the state of Ill- 
inois. One, James Mai oof, was 
■ elected mayor of Peoria, a city of 
125,000. During the last few 
, weeks of his campaign, a number 
of Arab Americans statewide 
made an effort to help Mayor 
Maloof win. 

In Dearborn, Mich., a city with 
20 per cent Arab Americans and 
no elected Arab-American off- 
icials, twp Arab Americans are 


1985 city council elections. And in 
Maryland, New York and Cal- 
ifornia, plans are already und- 
erway to field Arab-American 
•candidates for the 1986 local ele- 
ctions. 

One long-time Arab-American 
community organiser noted at the 
AAI conference that if the same 
-Arab-American enthusiasm and 
financial support generated in the 
past for the McOosky,' Radley 
and Jackson campaigns could now 
be channeled to Arab American 
local campaigns, “by 1988 we 
would have 40 to 50 more Arab 
Americans in public office in the 
US.” 

Daring the Jackson and Reagan 
campaigns, those of us active on a 
national level noted that one of 
pur goals was to produce Arab- 
American political veterans in 
1984. The formation of the 
Arab-American Republican Fed-, 
eration and Democratic Clubs, 
and the new enthusiasm of Arab 
Americans to ran for public office, 
are tiie first evidence that our str- 
ategy will indeed bear fruit. 

Although Arab-Americans 
have only recently emerged as a. 
visible organised political con- 
stituency, they have already dem- 
onstrated political sophistication, 
in their activity and their attitudes. 

This can dearly be observed in 
some of the recent election cam- 
paigns in which Arab Americans 
have been involved. In these cam-, 
paigns, the Arab American input 
has been magnified beyond their 
numbers because of the high level 
of unity and purpose displayed by 
the community. 

For example, when Pete McC- 
IoskyranfortheU-S. Senate in die 
.1982 California Republican pri- 
mary elections, thousands of 
•"Aiao Amadc^ Contributed to 
: his : campaign and registered for 
tire Republican Party to be able to 
support his candidacy. Then in 
1984, when Jesse Jackson came to 
California for the Democratic pre- 
sidential primary ejections, these 


same Arab' ' Americans rer- 1 
egistered as Democrats to be able 
to vote for him. The impact was a 
significant one. 

While this much is dear about 
Arab-American political activity, 
less is known about Arab- 
American political attitudes. No 
complete study has.been done of 
these attitudes, but in March at the 
founding meeting of the Arab- 
American Institute (AAI),- the 
conference organisers made an 
effort to begin such an exa- 
mination of Arab-American pol- 
itical leanings. 

The study took the form of a 
detailed questionnaire given to 
the 160 attendees of the con- 
ference. Some 300 Arab- 




been invited to the AAI event. 
This number included the national 
boards and local chapter lea- 
dership of the National Ass- 
ociation of Arab Americans, the 
Am eri can- Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee and 
the American Federation of Ram- 
allab, Palestine, the largest and 
most active grouping of Pal- 
estinians in the U.S. Also invited 
were the leaders of the smaller 
Arab-American political, hum- 
anitarian and academic ass- 
ociations. Finally the group inc- 
luded the national and local lea- 
ders of both the Reagaa-Bush and 
Jesse Jackson Arab American 
support communities. 

Of this, group, 160 Arab Ame- 
ricans from 24 states came to the 
conference. They represented a 
fair cross-section of the invited 
groups.- Their responses to the 
questionnaire administered by the 
AAI organisers give us a first* 
look at the political attitudes of 
Arab American community lea- 
ders. 

What we find is an articulate 
and flexible sophisticated political 
constituency. According to the 
survey, 52 per cent of these 
Arab-American leaders are reg- 
istered Republicans, with only 25 
per cent registered as Democrats. 
The rest call themselves ind- ' 
epen dents. At the same time that 
this disproportionately large 
group is registered Republican, 36 
per cent describe themselves as 
‘Very liberal” or “liberal,” a per- 
centage higher than the national- 
average, while only. 20 per cent 
described themselves as con- 
servative" or “very conservative-” 
Equally int e re s t in g is the fact that, 
while only 15 per cent of this lar- 
gely Republican group voted for 
Mr. Mondale and 60 per cent 
voted' for Mr. Reagan, in a sep- 
arate question some 70 per cent 
indicated that they strongly sup- 
ported the Jesse Jackson pre- 
sidential campaign. 

This “liberal” tilt carries thr- 
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James Zogjby 
ough in responses to questions of 
domestic and foreign policy. For 
example, between 72 per cent to 
88 per cent, "strongly agreed" or 
“agreed” with increasing gov- 
ernment programmes and spe- 
nding to encourage small bus- 
inesses and to aid students, the 
poor and the disadvantaged A- 
si milar number disagreed with the 
proposition that there was too 
much federal spending on such 
programmes. On the other hand 
only 9 per cent felt drat the def- 
ence budget should be increased 
while 72 per cent disagreed str- 
ongly. 

While there was obviously very 
strong concern expressed towards 
U.S. policy in Lebanon and Pal- 
estine, there was also great con- 
cern for improving East- West rel- 
ations, with more than 80 per cent 
railing for a “bilateral nuclear 
aims freeze.” Also ranking high 
on the list of areas of concern were 
South Africa and Central Ame- 
rica. 

The pattern that emerges is that 
these Arab Americans, although 
Republican, are somewhat liberal 
in their political make-up. Many 
are concerned with the drift of 
US. foreign policy and have com- 
passion for the poor and less for- 
tunate of their fellow citizens. 
They voted for Mr. Reagan. Some 
did so because they expressed a 
feeling that Mr. Reagan would be 
more likely to move towa rds a 
"fvfiddle East peace thanMrc-Mon- 
dale. But this factor alone was not 
enough to explain the voting pat- 
tern. In answer to three other que- 
stions put to the AAI attendees, 
more than half indicated that the 
candidates' Middle East position 
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alone was not enough to earn or 
lose a vote from these Arab Ame- 
ricans. In fact, the reasons behind 
the Arab-American vote for Mr. 
Reagan were probably modi tike 
the reasons other ethnics sup- 
ported the Republican standard 
bearer — ranging from Mr. Mon- 
dale’s basic weaknesses as a can- 
didate to Mr. Reagan's better pro- 
jection in his campaign of the val- 
ues of “family,” “tradition” and 
“hard work” so important to imm- 
igrant communities. 

A most promising indication of 
the seriousness wife which these 
Arab Americans viewed their inv- 
olvement in political life is fee fact 
that 30 per cent of them noted giv- 
ing more than $500 each to pol- 
itical candidates in fee last four 
years, while another 45 per cent 
recorded giving between $100 to 
$500 during this period. 

Arab Americans are a new pol- 
itical constituency. Until recently, 
their votes and their support 
were not solicited. This changed in 
1984. 

As fee community continues to 
grow ■ in organisation and inv- 
olvement iri fee political process, 
it will need to become articulate 
on a broad range of issues. As fee 
recent effort by fee Arab- 
American Institute dem- 
onstrates, at least among Arab- 
American leaders, there already 
exists a great deal of political sop- 
Justicatioo.. JXhese Arab Ame- 
tffcans are neither naive, nor do 
They reflect the attitudes of a 
“single-issue” constituency. Rat- 
her they appear ready to lead 
Arab Americans into the complex 
but rewarding maze of fee Ame- 
rican political system. 


'China saves its soil, starts exporting grain 


Despite Us large population, for the first time China will this year 
become a major net exporter of grain. Parts of its countryside have 
been literally remade, die result of a 1 0-year peasant war on soil 
erosion : 


By Zhang B3ma 

CHANG WU COUNTY China 
— In 1985 the world’s select dub 
of large-scale grain exporters will 
face new competition. Their rival 
is China, whose foreign grain sales 
could climb to a record five million 
tonnes this year. 

"After a whole decade's efforts 
to remake nature, we’re now rew- 

• arded," said 43-year old Li Zhikui 
of Changwu county, in China's 
northern p ro v ince of Shaanxi. Li 
Zhlkiij belongs to a community of 
peasant fanners who have par- 
ticipated in a 10-year national 
campaign to stop soil erosion. 

“We used to dread the coming 
of fee rains, although they were so 
badly needed," he related. “Bec- 
ause of fee advanced state of so3 
erosion around here a sudden 
heavy downpour could sweep 
away large parts of the fields, and 
the crops wjfe them. But we don’t 
have feat nightmare anymore. 
Every family has more than eno- 

* ugh grain now." 

Li Zhifou recently moved wife 
his wife and two children into a. 
new bouse — a sign of the rel- 

axation of poverty whkfe bumper 

harvests have brought According 
to fee Intmininnfll Wheat Cou- 
ncil, commercial destinations for 


China’s grain this year include 
Japan. Korea, Jordan and Zam- 
bia, with reports of a recent large 
rail shipment to the USSR. China 
is ?isn donating grain to a number 
of droa^t-stricken African cou- 
ntries. . 

Changwu’s efforts to reclaim its 
degraded farmland typify China's 
anti-erosion activities in many 
once fertile areas. By the time fee 
new C hina was founded in 1949, 
about 95 per cent of the county’s 
landscape was badly eroded. Its 
surface had been cut by run-off 
into 634 huge gullies up to 200 
metres deep. In the rainy season 
mud torrents rushed down fee gul- 
lies into the Jin River — a tri- 
butary of the Yellow River — ■ des- 
troying fields and houses, and kil- 
ling people and farm animals. 

Successful soil stabilisation will 
mitigate flooding of the Yellow. 
River, known for thousands of 
years as “C hina ’s Sorrow”. Cha- 
ngwu, for example, stands on a 
plateau of . wind-deposited fine 
day and silt about twice fee size of 
fee U.K. Topsoil washed from fee 
plateau is carried by tributaries 
into the Yellow River, acc- 
umulating in its lower reaches ata 

rate of 1.6 billion tonnes a year. 

Changwu county used to be a 
fertfle, well-wooded land and a 


t raffic hub on fee ancient Silk 
Road. Its fortunes fell after cen- 
turies of reckless ploughing and. 
deforestation stripped the plateau 
.of its life-supportiSag soil. 

Though conservation efforts 
began as early as fee 1950s, no 
well planned attack on erosion 
was made until 1974, when fee 
peasantry was mobilised as if for a. 
military campaign. 

Every year after fee summer, 
and autumn harvests, fee peasants 
would spend several months res- 
haping the surface of fee land 
under fee guidance of local adm- 
inistrators and conservation exp- 
erts. They levelled sloping crop 
fields, flanking them wife trees on 
all sides. Gentle slopes were ter- 
raced with ridges atout two met- 
res high between the terraces. 

. Treed ridges were built on the 
edges ofgulfies to ensure that little 
'or no topsoil washed down into 
fee ravines. Small earth dams 
were built in fee gullies in staircase 
fashio n to blockade soil-laden 
run-off. 

Steep slopes were reforested, 
in te rsper s ed wife small pits dug in 
a fish-scale pattern. These serve as 
mini- reservoirs, containing run- 
off until it can be fully absorbed. 
The terraced fields, tree-belts and 
'water-detention ponds have tra- 
nsformed Changwu’s soil into a 
thirsty sponge. According to 
Wang Hong, an anti-erosion exp- 
ert, as much as 100 mm of rain per 
24 hours can be absorbed by soil 


where such measures are carried 
out. Per hectare grain yield is inc- 
reased by 30 per cent. 

Nearly 70 per cent of fee cou- 
nty’s 2,500 hectares (6,175 acres) 
of farmland have been reshaped, 
and 1,700 hectares (4,199 acres) 

■ of denuded slopes are now treed. 
The area covered by vegetation 
(2 3 per cent in the 1950s) has - 
been raised to 22 per cent 

Wang Hong calculates that soil 
loss has been reduced by needy 50 
per cent when compared to fee 
1950s rate. Concentrated att- 
ention on soil and water man- 
agement have resulted in average 
national paddy yields in China of 
over three tonnes per hectare (1.2 
tonnes per acre). By comparison 
yields in India have only just tou- 
ched 1.6 tonnes) 

The county’s grain output has 
trebled in fee last decade, rev- 
ersing Changwu’s reliance on gov- 
ernment relief. Income from agr- 
iculture has increased 3.5 times. A 
winery, a paper min and- a pha- 
rmaceuticals factory have been set 
up using local resources. Fruit is 
grown; and the surplus is shipped 
to other parts of China. A beef- 
canning factory is planned for the 
area. 

Last year fee Li family har- 
vested 2.2 tonnes of wheat and 
one tonne of maize. Extra income 
came from growing medicinal 
herbs and saplings, and totalled 
1,100 yuan, (approximately 
$550). ^Everything' grows bigger • 
and faster than before,” says Li 






.A battery of techniques are used to combat erosion In the Changwu 
country, Shaanxi province, China, including the planting of wind- 
blocking tree bells (Earthscan photo) 


Zhita ii. “We managed to buy a 
cow wife the income from fee 
sales of last year’s surplus grain, 
and the cow calved in spring." 

Despite the expected record 
1985 harvest, recent official sta- 


Viking adventurous spirit lives on in modern Norwegians 


By Audna Eddhoff 

Reuter 

OSLO — The Vflchig spirit of 
' adventure and travel lives on in 
modem Norwegians, but on a less 
violent scale than their infamous 
looting ancestors. 

Norwegians sire going forth in 
style, quitting prosperous careers 
to launch and annsual 

'ventures. . 

This year fifan producer Ragnar 
Thorseth repeated the legendary 
jotmreyofl^EiriksoBwtheman 
have discovered 
' America 1JW0 yesus ago, sailing 
. some of fee world's most hostile 
waters in a tiny Viking boas. 

Olaf Ofeeim, a gamer expert,. 


has just returned from bfe 12th 
expedition to fee Antarctic. His 
favourite hobby is taking tourists 
along Nonray’s biggest glacier in 
his summer holiday. 

But the grandfather of feomod- 
em Vflongs is Thor Heyerdahl, 
who began his famous exploring 
career In 1947 wife the Kon-TDri 
expedition, and is still globe- 
trotting at fee age of 71. 

Mr. Htyerdahl is currently pla- 
nning to resume excavations on 
Easter Island in a joint 
Noiwegian-Chilcan operation. 

Kon-Tiki, which involved cro- 
ssing the Pacific Ocean in a small 

baba-mod raft to prove theories 

of contact between the people of 
South America and Southeast 


Asia, gained Mr. Heyerdahl wor- 
ldwide fame and appointment to 
fee New. York and Soviet aca- 
demies of science.. 

For 37-year-old Tborseth, a- 
craggy blonde-haired, blue-eyed 
man, crossing from Norway to 
Newfoundland via Greenland in a 
tiny replica of Viking ships was 
“something to do”. 

He captured fee attention of 
Americans as he sailed down fee 
eastern sea coast wife his fiimsy- 
looidng Saga Sigjar (saga sails) 
feat had weathered 70-knot 
storms off Greenland. 

On a slightly less grand scale, a 
team of Norwegians led by a suc- 
cessful stockbroker has just ret- 
urned after conquering Mount- 


Everest. 

Mr. Oxheim said: ’T guess only 
a distinctive kind of man is drawn 
to such expeditions but these exp- 
eriences widen one’s scope. Many 
political quarrels seem ins- 
ignificant after you have mastered 
all fee problems... in fee Ant- 
arctic.” 

The urge to wander is not con- 
fined to a few hardy explorers. 
Figures from Norway’s Central 
Bureau of Statistics show that 
every second Norwegian travelled 
abroad last year. 

The average Norwegian is also a 
wanderer in the summer. Most 
think little of family hikes of over 
100 kilometres wife food tucked 
into rucksacks, children trotting 


behind and few worries over 
where they will sleep that night 

In the hard Arctic winter, Nor- 
wegians virtually live with cross 
country skis cm their feet, using 
fee weekend to set off on mar- 
athon treks that even the youngest 
enjoy. 

' A trait Norwegians have in 
common with the Vikings is fee 
ability to enjoy themselves to fee 
full after exhausting travel. 

Drinking alcohol during the 
week is rare; but Norwegians 
more than make up for this when 
relaxing. Aquavit, a potato-based 
spirit, is consumed wife gusto at 
country inns. 

However, fee modem Nor- 
wegian bears little resemblance to 


Randa friabitfe; 


Graduating stars ' 

A CASCAJDEof boras attracted my attention. I rested to 
the window and looked: The most astonishing scene was 
happening there in fee street before my eye s. _ 

A row of cars wav parading, led by a car with a folding 
hood, where two young girts, all in white, were saluting the 


The car jnst behind, also with a fokttng hood, showed two 
men, with video-cameras, shooting all the movements of the 
girls In white: zooming on their smiling frees* crowned by 
white flowers, or on their hands which waved nni- 
nterrnpted. 

1 was convinced these girts Were movie stars. Although I 
couldn’t figure out which. 

The cars kept on JMowing their horns, and the parade- 
moved to reach the end of the street, tamed theroand-aboat 
and ea™ back to their starting point. 

I felt 1 mast go down and talk to one of the drivers In order 
■ to grasp the situation. To my innocent question, a laughing 
young man told me “One of these girls is my sister, the 
other one is my cousin.” 

I still did not understand. 

— “Are you shooting a ffhn?” I enquired. 

■ “Just a video-film to document this great event”,; 

“What event?” I asked, burning with the curiosity 

typical of my sex and job. 

The young man looked at me with astonishment, won- 
dering if I was making a fool of Mm. 

“They have just graduated” he beamed. 


Japanese marketing 
applies Samurai art 

Modem Japanese companies are adopting market strategies that are 
flexible to particular circumstances and their multiple weapons are still 
not fully appreciated by the U.S. and Europe. Chris to ph e r Lorenz 
looks at a new study on Japan’s marketing thrust. 


temeats have stressed feat China 
does not intend to become a reg- 
ular net exporter of grain. The 
priority will continue to be to bal- 
ance domestic supplies — Ear- 
thscan feature. 


LONDON — Samurai warriors in 
old Japan learned not one martial 
art, bnt several, so that they could 
choose the best means of attack or 
defence in any particular sit- 
uation. 

It is the same wife the mar-, 
keting strategy of modern Jap- 
anese companies. They will som- 
etimes attack wife a karate blow 
aimed at a competitor’s weak spot, 
sometimes with ah aikido side- 
step, and sometimes with a full- 
frontal judo throw. 

Rather than stick blindly wife 
an approach that succeeds, they 
are adept at using a multiplicity of 
competitive weapons with car- 
efully varied degrees of emphasis: 
price, promotion, product quality, 
product features, product range, 
service and distribution. In any 
one of several combinations, these 
are employed in order to .“.flank”, 
encircle or bypass the enemy , or to 
mount a frontal attack. 

: Despite Japan's success in pen- 
etrating one Western market after 
another in fee last 20 years, U.S. 
and European companies are still 
not sufficiently aware of fee sop- 
histication and flexibility of such 
Japanese marketing strategies, 
warn Professor Philip Kotler. 
Liam Fahey • and Somkid Jat- 
usripitak in “The New Com- 
petition”. a major book published 
recently- 

In a hard-hitting attack on Peter 
Drucker and other management 
experts who have claimed feat fee 
“Japanese miracle” is nearing its 
end. Prof. Kotler and bis col- 
leagues predict that Japanese ind- 
ustry will reinforce its position in 
its existing world markets, and 
point out that it is already starting 
to invade new ones, including fas- 
hion, cosmetics, banking, machine 
tools and medical equipment Yet 
the established Western pro- 
ducers “have hardly recognised 
fee threat or bothered to construct 
counter-strategies.” 

Not only feat but Japanese 
marketing techniques are beg- 
inning to be emulated with success 
by what fee authors call “The 
Gang of Four": South Korea, 
Taiwan, Singapore and Hong 
Kong. A “Gang of Five” will fol- 
low: India, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Malaysia and fee Philippines. 
“When these nations get their act 
together, and it may occur in fee 
mid-1990s, they will flood fee 
world markets with high quality 
and low cost products ... and then 
there is China...” 

If Western companies want to 
fight bad: against Japan and new 
Asian “gangs” by borrowing some 
of their weapons, they must first 
start to think more Jong-term, 
argue Kotler and Co. And they 
most develop a “marketing cul- 
ture”, rather than one which is 
preoccupied wife production and 


the fearsome Vikings who lau- 
nched ferocious attacks on Eng- 
land, Scotland, Ireland and France 
in fee lOfe and life centuries. 

The oldest known description of 
Viking raids tells of one on a 
church at Lindisfame, northeast 
England. 

That year fee Northumbrians 
were agonised by terrifying 
omens. There were disastrous cyc- 

“Most rem&rk^ie is fee^ num- 
ber who left their native country, 
though many came back. Acc- 
ording to some estimates, as many 
as 40,000 Norwegians went away,, 
out of a population then numb- 
ering possibly less than 200,000,” 
Prof. Holmboe said. 


The authors condemn Ame- 
rican industry’s preoccupation 
wife short-term profits, and its 
reluctance to mount protracted 
Japan ese-style campaigns to win 
market share. 

This is not an original criticism: 
since the late 1970s there has been 
a growing chorus of complaint in 
fee United States and elsewhere, 
especially Britain, about this so- 
called “paper entrepreneu- 
rialism”. But the vidousness of 
the book’s onslaught is unusual. It 
is given added weight by Prof. 
Kotler’ s position as a leading thi- 
nker in fee U.S. marketing com- 
munity — which is itself ‘often ai-. 
tidsed for short-term “myopia”. 

It is all too easy just to exploit 
■today’s opportunities, rather than 
also prepare for tomorrow, warns 
“The New Competition”. This 
was fee essence of fee American 


response to the Japanese invasion 
of the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s; 
U.S. firms “ milke d fee product- 
markets they had painfully est- - 
ablished, and committed very few 
resources to fending off the Jup- 
anese. To do so would have meant 
giving up some profits to earn or 
preserve future profits.” 

Precisely fee same risk still exi- 
sts today: “Unless U.S. firms 
commit to managing strategy for 
the long-term, rather than to ... 
operations for fee short-term, 
their chances of winning against 
the new competition are slim.” * 

Yet, say the authors, the enh- 
ancement of accounting profits is 
still “fee name of the game” in fee 
U.S.; “product-market dev- 
elopment takes a decided back 
seat to financial returns. If you 
seek a two-year payback period, it 
is difficult- to- go. to .battle wife ><• 
competitors who disregard short- - •, 
term returns." 

In great detail, fee book ana- 
lyses fee various marketing tactics 
used by Japanese companies. 
Among those which still seem not 
fully understood by Westerners 
are the closeness of market focus, 
the preciseness of product dev- 
elopment strategy, and the int- 
egrated nature of pricing dec- 
isions. 

The market focus adopted by 
Japanese companies in order to 
gain market entry is not only on 
carefully selected customer types 
in particular regions, using band- 
picked dealers and distributors, 
but often on specific towns or 
parts of cities. 

Once the market has been pen- 
etrated, a range of product dev- 
elopment strategies is applied. 
One is “product line stretching” 

. — broadening it in order to reach 
a wider segment of the total mar- 
ket For example, Kotler and Co 
say Toyota now “seems dearly 
poised" to enter fee top of the car- 
’ -market and begin competing aga- 
inst BMW, Mercedes and Volvo. 
(There are several variants of this 
approach, one of which is called 
“two-way stretching”.) 

A different approach is “pro- 
duct proliferation” — fee int- 
roduction of a multiplicity of pro- 
duct types or models at each point . 
in fee product line. This not only 
■allows fee Japanese company to 
appeal to a large number of mar- 
ket niches, but also ties up dis- 
tribution channels and retail sto- 
res. “This makes it tougher for 
U.S. and other producers to gain 
^access to channels and to scarce 
retailer shelf or floor space.” 
There are countless examples:. 
--Sharp and Casio in calculators, 
Seiko in watches, Canon in cam- 
eras, Honda in motorcycles. 

‘Kotler and Co are particularly 
critical of the way U.S. companies 
have priced their products on for- 
eign markets. They say that very 
often the prices are too "cost- 
oriented” (cost plus margin), and 
are aimed merely at achieving pro- 
fitability rather than long-run 
market share. 

By contrast in every target 
country-market the Japanese 
have entered, they have applied 
so-called “market-share- pricing,” 
deliberately using a low entry 
price to build up market share and 
to establish a dominant market 
.position. Lower prices not only 
allow them to promote their pro- 
ducts as offering greater value for 
money, they also help them more 
■ down the “experience curve” of 
high factory output — thereby 
lowering production costs still fur- 
ther. 

Pricing is a strategic weapon, in 
other words —just like everything 
else In Japanese marketing — 
Financial Times news feature. 
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Navratilovp-Shriver win Paris women’s doubles 


Wilander beats Lendl, 
wins Paris open’s title 


North and South Ireland celebrate 
McGuigan win of WBA boxing title 


PARIS (R) — Mats Wilander of Sweden reclaimed 
the French Open tennis crown when he toppled 
tide-holder Ivan Lendl 3-6, 6-4, 6-2, 6-2 in the final 
at Roland Garros Sunday. 


Wilander. the youngest winner 
of the French title three years ago 
when he was 17, outlasted Lend! 
in a test of endurance in which he 
showed the greater variety and 
consistency. 

Lendl, who had not dropped a 
set on his way to the final, seemed 
to be heading along the same path 
to victory as he asserted his dom- 
ination to lake the first set. 

But Wilander. ever patient, did 
not succumb, and ultimately gai- 
ned total supremacy over the 
second-seeded Czechoslovak, just 
as he had against top seeded John 
McEnroe in the semifinals. 

Hie Swede, winner of the Aus- 


tralian Open at the end of last 
vear. is now in line for a one mil- 
lion dollar bonus if he can com- 
plete the Grand Siam by adding 
the Wimbledon and U.S. titles. 

Chris Evert-Lloyd, who beat 
Martina Navratilova in the 
women's singles final Saturday, is 
also halfway to the prize. 

Navratilova gained a measure 
of consolation Sunday when she 
shared two doubles victories in 
matches switched from the centre 
court to court one because rain 
delayed the start of play. 

She teamed up with American 
Pam Shriver to beat West German 
Claudia Kohde-Kilsch and Hel- 


ena Sukova of Czechoslovakia 
4-6, 6-2, 6-2, the pair’s 99th suc- 
cessive win and eighth Grand 
Slam title in a row. to retain the 
women's doubles. 

Navratilova then wont back out 
on court to partner Swiss Heinz 
Guenthardt in the mixed doubles, 
which they won 2-6, 6-3. 6-2 aga- 
inst Francisco Gonzalez of Par- 
aguay and Paula Smith of the U.S. 

On the centre court. Lendl 
could not repeat the magnificent 
comeback he achieved in last 
year’s final when he came back 
from the sets down to overcome 
McEnroe. 

Wilander. a master of clay court 
play, had the patience to pull back 


LONDON (AP) — All Ireland, 
north and south, Protestant and 
Roman Catholic, was celebrating 
Saturday night as Barry McG- 
uigan dethroned Panama's leg- 
endary Eusebio Pedroza to cap- 
ture the World Boxing Ass- 
ociation featherweight title. 

In these islands’ biggest boxing 
match since Henry Cooper fought 
Muhammad Ail for the world 
"heavyweight title in 1966, McG- 
uigan, won a unanimous points 
decision after flooring the Pan- 
amanian in . the seventh round of 
the 15 -round bout. 

Irish Prime Minister Garret Fit- 
zgerald congratulated McGuigan, 
24, on a “magnificent victory.” 

“With everyone else m Ireland, 
I watched the fight with bated bre- 
ath,” he said in a telegram. 

Said Britain's Northern Ireland 
secretary, Douglas Hurd: “The 
whole community in Northern Ire- 


Mouktar wins French Derby with ease 


PARIS (R) — The Aga Khan's 
Mouktar imperiously strode 10 
victory in the French Derby and 
gave jockey Yves Saint-Martin his 
eighth triumph in the classic race 
at Chantilly. 

Mouktar took the mile and a 
half Prix du Jockey-club event by 
two and half lengths from 
second-placed Air de Cour, with 
Premier Role four lengths away in 
third place. 

Unbeaten Mouktar was the 
second consecutive winner of the 
French Derby for the Aga Khan. 
Saint-Martin and trainer Alain de 
Royer Dupre. 

Mouktar took control seven fur- 
longs from home and was never in 
danger of defeat in an 11-strong 
field. Saint-Martin said of his 


mount after the race: “He is an 
exceptional horse who has never 
been under pressure in his life." 

Mouktar has now won all his 
five races, and the Aga Khan said: 
“ Mouktar is a little nervous so we 
might not travel him for either the 
King George (at Ascot, England) 
or the Irish Derby. Hie latter is 
just a possibility but a probable 
programme is the Prix Niel fol- 
lowed by the Arc de Triomphe.”" 

The Aga Khan won the 
jockey-club with Top Vjlle in 
1979 and Darshaan test year. 

Eric Legrix always had Air de 
Cour well up but Daniel Wil- 


after Lendl had taken the first set, land unites in saluting your raag- 
the stamina to cope with the Cze- ~ mficent adiievemenL ’ . 
choslovak's efforts to out- From Dublin to Belfast, tbo- 
raanoeuvre him and the ima- usands of fans took to .the streets, 
gination to outplay his adversary chanting, singing, carrying ban- 
and gain the ascendancy. oers and parading to the sound of 

honking car horns. 

McGuigan, a Catholic who 
fights out from Belfast in British- 
ruled Northern Ireland but is nic- 
knamed “the Cones Cyclone" 
after his birth place in the Irish 
Republic, attacked Pedroza from 
the opening bell and gradually 
wore down his grim-faced opp- 


onent with relentless body and 
head punches. 

It was the 29-year-old Ped- 
roza’s first loss in 20 title defences 
stretching back to April 1978. 

• “I'm sure delighted,” said 
McGuigan. in tears as he was joi- 
ned by his wife Sandra, a Pro- 
testant, and 18-month-old son in 
the ring afterward. ‘Tra so glad to 
have beaten such a renowned 
champion. 1 ’ 

McGuigan came into the ring at 
the Queen's Park Rangers soccer 
stadium in west London carrying a 
blue flag emblazoned with a white 
dove of peace. He stood as his fat- 
her sang a haunting rendition of 
the Irish folk ballad “Lon- 
donderry air (Danny Boy),” an 
Irish leprechaun dancing a jig at 
ringside. 

The chqice of anthem and flag 
was designed to show the det- 
ermination of Mcpuigan, a 
Roman Catholic, to represent 
both Ireland and Northern Ireland 
and to bridge the religious divide 
between minority Catholics and 
majority Protestants in the north. 

McGuigan, the only European 
currently to hold a world title, 
improved his record to 26-1-0. 

He told reporters in his dressing 


days because of pulled ligaments 
in my elbow,” McGuigan said. 
“People have been coming sec- 
retly to my hotel to give me tre- 
atment.'’ 

Pedroza, whose record fell to 
40-4-1, left the arena refusing to 
speak to reporters. 

In Clones, Ireland, fire broke 
out early Sunday in the home of 
McGuigan' s family hours after he 
defeated Pedroza.' 

Police said the fire apparently 
started in the kitchen of the McG- 
uigan home and grocery store in 
Q ones, county Monaghan, a town 
of 2,000 near the border with Nor- 
thern Ireland. 

The- new champion’s mother 
Kate and sister Rachel were led to 
safety, police reported. Though 
there were no injuries, damage to 
the house was extensive, a police 
spokesman said. 

Elsewhere in Clones, villagers 
sang and danced in the streets to 
celebrate the 24-year-old McG- 
uigan' s 15-round decision Sat- 
urday night over Pedroza. A con- 
tinuous stream of well-wishers 
paid calls on the McGuigan family 
home. 

The celebrations mirrored 
those elsewhere in Ireland and in 


Legrix said: '‘My horse ran a 
great race and it must not be for- 
gotten that it was only the third of 
his career.” 

Premier Role did not have a 
very lucky run in the straight and 
Lester Piggot remarked of 
fourth -placed Bellwater: “My 
horse did not stay and the ground 
was too soft.” 

Baillamont just pipped the 1 0- 1 
on favourite Metal Predeus in the 
group one Prix Jean Prat. The pair 
had the race to themselves thr- 
oughout the final two furlongs and 
Baillamont literally pushed his 
nose to the front on the line. 

Eight lengths away was third- 
placed Stlvermine, who won last 


room: “I intend to go on being the British-ruled Northern Ireland 


champion.” 

He also revealed he had been 
suffering from an elbow injury in 
the days leading up to the fight 
“I was unable to train for four 


where McGuigan, commands fan- 
atical support from both Catholics 
and Protestants. 

Police said the fire was believed - 
to have started accidentally. 


Banks makes the 2nd longest triple jump 


danger of defeat in an 11-strong denstein's colt never promised to month's Poule d'Essai des Pou- 
field. Saint-Martin said of his get on terms with Mouktar. liches (French 1,000 Guineas). 


Seoul voices confidence on East 
Europe’s participation in Olympics 


SEOUL (R) — The chief org- 
anrserof the 1988 Seoul Olympics 
returned to South Korea from 
East Berlin Sunday convinced that 
Eastern European countries 
would take part in the games, 
Seoul Olympic organising 
committee chairman Roh Tae- 


Woo. who attended the 90th ses- 
sion of the International Olympic 
Committee (It)C) in East Berlin, 
told a press conference: “I can say 
worries about possible boycott of 
the games by Soviet bloc countries 


man and other East European 
sports officials during the IOC ses- 
sion and they assured him of their 
countries' participation in the 
games. 


LOS ANGELES (R) — WflUe 
Banks, who waited nine months 
for another crack at the triple 
jump at the Los Angeles coliseum 
after a disappointing Olympics fin- 
ish, Satunlay seized the opp- 
ortunity and made the secoad lon- 
gest jump ever. 

The 29-year-old American 
covered ] /.67 metres to hig- 
hlight the inaugural coliseum clr- 
ssic ath el erics mee ting . 

Banks' prodigious jump was the 
longest ever at sea level. The 
world record of 17.89 was set by 
Joao OUveria of Brazil on October 
15, 1975, in the high altitude of 
Mexico City. 

“This meant an awful lot to me 
today," said Banks, who finished 
sixth at the summer games. 

“r ve given 15 good years to this 
sport and all of a sudden after I 
didn’t get the gold medal I started 


Double Olympic bronze med- 
allist Meriene Otty-Page of Jam- 
aica was a double winner Saturday 
as she captured the women's 
100-metre dash in 10.93 seconds 
and the 200-metre event in 22. 16. 

Another medallist from last 


year’s Olympics, American Kirk 
Baptiste, won the men’s 200- 
metre dash in 20.21. 

Baptiste finished second in the 
men's 100-metre dash, which was 
won by countryman Darwin Cook 
in 10.23. 


SPORTS BRIEFS 


Bayern’s Koegl’s celebration doubles 

BONN (R) — Bayern Munich winger Ludwig Koegl had a double 
celebration Saturday. Shortly after helping his team win the West 
German soccer league title, 19-year-old Koegl learned he had 
been called up by national team manager Franz Beckenbauer for 
next week’s trip to Mexico for matches against England and the 
host country. The uncapped Koegl, who has emerged as one of 
Bayern’s stars in his first season after joining from neighbours 
TSV Munich I860, replaces injured Hamburg midfielder WoJ-’ 
fgang Rolff. 

* 

Bates retains Manchester tennis title 

ENGLAND (AP) — England’s Jeremy Bates retained his men’s 
singles title at the Greater Manchester Grasscourt Tennis Tou- 
rnament Saturday with a straight-sets 6-4, 6-2 victory over third- 
seeded American Dan Cassidy. Cassidy, a 23 -year-old from Hol- 
lywood, Florida, found the cold, blustery conditions in this west 
England industrial city difficult to handle. Bates, named on Wed- 
nesday to the English team in next week's Davis Cup contest with 
Portugal, showed better ball control on the rain-dampened court. 
The unseeded Bates became the first British player to retain the 
Manchester title since the late Mike Sangster. who won in 1962- 
63. The last player to retain the title was the American Billy 
Martin 1977-78. 

Peking’s parachuters set world record 

TOKYO (AP) — China’s Peking parachuting team set a world 
record Saturday in the four-man rotation event at the national 
parachuting championships held in Shashi in Hubei province 
south of Peking, the official Chinese News Agency Xinhua said. It 
said rite. Peking team composed of Wang Yongli, Chen Li, Zhang 
Lin and Han Yiqiang, completed 23 figures in one jump, sur- 
passing its own records of 22 figures set in 1983. 

Iraq beat Canada 6-1 in president cap 

SEOUL (R) — Kerim Minshid scored a hat-trick in Iraq’s 6-1 
(5-0) win over Canada in a second-round group ‘B’ match in the 
President Cup Soccer Tournament in South Korea's southwestern 
Kwangju city Sunday. In another group *B' match, 'the South 
Korean national team beat Argentina's professional side Altetico 
Huracan 4-1 (2-0). Eight teams are divided into two groups for 
the current round- Robin series. Defending champions Bangu 
A.C of Brazil, Bahrain, Uruguay's Espanol and South Korea’s 
World Cup team are in group ‘A’. The two top teams from each 
group will advance to the semifinals on June 15. 


Riggs takes part in another ‘battle of the sexes’ 


By Jack Cavanaugh 

Reuter 

NEW .YORK — Twelve years 
after losing to Billie Jean King in 
tennis' first "battle of the sexes", 
Bobby Riggs Ls training for a 
mixed doubles game with a dif- 
ference. 

For Riggs, now 67, and fellow 
American Vitas Gerulaitis have 
challenged the world’s leading 


llympic organising have;been completely wpedouL'' - 
chairman Roh Tae- H^sdid he met many East Ger- 


CARS - FURNITURE FOR SALE; 

Freezer Bosch T.V. Sony 20”, Hitachi video 10 syst. 
New children bedroom, dining room, curtains. 

One Mitsubishi Sapporo 1Q82, airconditioned. 
DUTY UNPAID. 

One B.M.W. 5201 1983, fully equipped. DUTY UNP- 
AID. 

One B.M.W. 320, 1981 fully equipped, air- 
conditioned. DUTY PAID. 

Contact: 669409, from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
after 6:00 p.m. 677788 or 667870. 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
CORPORATION 
TENDER NO. TCC 13/85 

Telecommunications Corporation (TCC) ann- 
ounces a tender No. TCC 13/85 for: 

(Airconditioning of Electronic Exchanges, PCM 
Rooms and Telecommunication College). 

All qualified companies (first and second class/ 
electromechanical) who are interested in par- 
ticipating in this tender are requested to contact the 
secretary of tender committee at her office in TCG 
headquarter/Tower Building/Prince Moh’.d Street, 
to receive the tender documents against a non- 
refundabl^. amount of (JD 25). 

Closing date of this tender will be Jund 30, 1985, 
1-4.00 o'clock. 

Eng. Moh'd Shahid Ismail 
Director General. 


• .‘.‘.-. '.i : n 

“I feft that it was like a foregone, 
conclusion that the Soviet Union 
and other East European cou- 
ntries would coraeto-Seoul," Roh 
said. 


o the didn’t get the gold medal I started challenged the worlds leading 
to get treated like dirt. I’ve been women’s doubles pair, Martina 

:V ni wmW.thisfoi^.rol^- 

vent my frustrations.” five-set match in Atlantic city! • 3 *“™ S lOOih- 

A meagre crowd tf&hly 6J0(t ; «New Jeteey; on-Attgtist 23, 
was on hand to witness die first 
athletics competition here since 
rite Olympics. 


As brash as ever. Riggs is con- “I’m not going to make any apo- 

fident he and the equally- logy. I wasn’t being nasty. I was 
outspoken Gerulaitis will beat the • just giving the facts. 1 think Mar- 
women in the "chellenge of the . tina and Chris Evert Lloyd should 
sexes” match and claim the win- get the same, money as the men at 
nets’ cheque of $300,000. The the open, but that thfe rest of the 
losers take $200,000. women shouldn't.” 

But many tennis experts believe The New Yorker hedged his 

that Riggs and Gerulaitis. past his bets at a press conference this 
prime at 3 1, will be biting off much week, declining to predict a male 
more than they can chew in Atl- victory, but Riggs was in no doubt. 

march came about after a 

remark by.. Gerulaitis, during test Wl ^ by far the superior p a ye* 

veer’s uV Ot>en Temm ita-c 00 court -’' * aid R, ^ s ’ W L h ° 

ranked men’s player would easily f 

beat Navratifova, the best all- .^and ivl, 

round women's player for many °P en ' ,n 1939 31,(3 194K - 
years. But Riggs was not so sure when 

"I’d bet my house on it,” Ger- he was asked if he was the same 
ulaiiis added. . player who heat Margaret Court 

An offended Navratilova, the of Australia, then the world nura- 
world number one, said she felt ber one. in 1973 and lost to King 
she would have a good chance of at the Houston Astrodome,, 
beating the 100th-Tanked man — 

and perhaps a few male players “I'm certainly older now. but 
ranked even higher. I'm still a fair player. But I’ll be 

Gerulaitis said he had not playing with a great player against 
meant to denigrate women's ten- two good players and we'lT beat 
na by his comments. them.” 



OLVmiPIIA 


Luxury Furnished and Serviced Suites 


OLYMPIA HOTEL.- Al-Swoihyeh .Tlx.2l80& MEDCDM JO 
Tel 610150 . PO. 0oxl569 Amman -JcxxJon 


SECRETARY WANTED 

Experienced applicants should be fluent in English. 
Arabic and English typing and good knowledge of 
filing essential. 


Working hours: 08:30-13:30 and 15:30-18:30. Sat- 
isfactory salary as per level of experience. Please 
apply personally to Turkish Products Exhibition Co. 
Ltd., Wadi Saqra Street. 

Tel: 632658-668591 


l b-:- I M 
Ask For! 


lElifeoH 


20W-50 
MOTOR OU. 


The famous 
American Lubricants 


ranked men’s player would easily 
beat Navratilova, the best all- 
round women's player for many 
years, 

“I’d bet my house on it," Ger- 
ulaitis added. 

An offended Navratilova, the 
world number one, said she felt 
she would have a good chance of 
beating the lOOth-ranked man — 
and perhaps a few male players 
ranked even higher. 

Gerulaitis said he had not 
meant to denigrate women's ten- 
nis by his comments. 


-Free catalogue of over 300 fine science paperbacks* 
including books on astronomy, chemistry, physics, 
mathematics, geology, biology, medical science, 
psychology, and more. Classics of science and con- 
temporary works. Catalogue absolutely FREE: Write 
T&C International Dept. A-107, P.O. BOX 43802 
TUCSON A 2 USA Please send 52 or equivalent in 
local currency for postage. Don’t delay rush today* " 


Shriver, who has won 95 str- 
aight doubles matches with Nav- 
ratilova. needled Gerulaitis 
good-naturedly over the match. 

“You must be having trouble 
with the guys to get involved in 
something like this." she said to. 4? 
Gerulaitis. who has had difficulty 
winning matches lately. 

Though he was beaten by King 
6-4, 6-3 in a match that attracted 
world-wide attention. Riggs bec- 
ame the benefictety. of numerous 
commercial endorsements.- : J 

, . ."Currently first in the U.S. Ten- : 

’■ nVAssociation ( USTA) rankings 
in the 65-year-oid division. Riggs 
was a tennis “hustler" well before 
his matches against Court and 
King. 

Over the years, he has played, 
and usually won. tennis matches 
against players ■ of lesser skills 
while encumbered with a suitcase, 
umbrella or pail of water, or with 
chairs strewn about his side of the 
court. 

■Lately Riggs, an excellent gol-4# 
fer. has seen more action on the 
gold course than on the tennis 
coun. 

But he has continued playing 
tennis, winning 47 senior titles, a 
record second only to that of Gar- 
dner Mulioy, with whom he often 
plays doubles. 

‘Tm in as good shape as ever." 
Riggs said.” I weighed 165 pounds 
when I played Billie Jean, but will 
coine in at about 150 for Martina 
and Pam." 


FOR RENT 

Available furnished apartment for rent Located in 
Shmeisani, close to shopping centre. Consists of 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, fully equipped kit- 
chen, sitting room, living room, dining room and 
terrace, telephone and central-heating. 

For further information kindly contact: Tel: 662893 
or 662701 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Deluxe furr.isned flat for rent consisting of 2 bed- 
rooms, dining room, sitting room, fully equipped ■ 
with central heating, garden and separate entrance. 
Shmeisani, near Yugoslavian. Embassy. 

■ annual rent JD 2600 
Please phone 661658 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Two storey apartment, fully furnished: 2 bed rooms, 
living-dining room, bathroom, central heating, tel- 
ephone & colour TV. 

Location: Southern Umm A I Summaq, near 7th Cir- 
' cle — 

Please call telephone 617784 


FOR RENT 


Brand new (grade A) villa, three bedrooms with brand new 
furniture within Alia Housing Project. 

MarJ A1 Hamam - contact through Captain Bara feat, tel- 
ephone 821481 or 813476 (Abu Nizar) Amman 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, spacious living, dining and family area, three 
baths, two verandas, beautiful garden, completely private garage 
for 2 cars, telephone. 

Available for rent from July ’85 and for one year only. 

For Inspection, please call: 

844888 from 9 ajn.*6 pm. 


GARAGE SALE 

Lowrey Elec, organ, stereo, waterbed, house plants, 
and many other used household items. 

Must sell quickly. Call: 663627 before Friday. 



Cinema Cinema 

CONCORD fL-HUSSEiN 

Tel: 44092-44280 Tel: 22117 

677420 

OCTOPUSS Y.„ 007 ™E SECRET OFTHE 

DEADLY SHAWLINE 

(Colour) 

Performances (Colour) 

3:30, 9:00, 70/45 Performances: 12-3 • 5.3 0-8 


N't* 


Cinema 

RRINBOW 

Tel: 6251 55 

THE KILLING HELDS 


3/30, 5:30, *75 f 70:45 


Cinema. 

OPERfi 

Tel: 675573 

PORKY il 


. 3:30, 5:30, 9:00, 10:46 
Abdaii. behind ALIA offices 


Cinema 

PALATINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- “DON” " 

2- THE WAR 
MACHINE 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-7 


Cinema 


RRGHfiDRN 


Tel: 22198 


ALL ROUNDER 

(Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-5:304 


★ * * Cine- Theatre* ★ 

Philadelphia £ 


KLONDIKE FEVER * 

* 

¥ 

¥ 

¥ 

* 

' Sum it 3.00, 9.-00, 10:45 * 
TBL. 34UM-34M9 ¥ 

: 4tfe ★ ¥ it ★ 4r * * •; 













Economic boom in Spain goes sour Ministers discuss trade barriers 


MADRID 1 — Since the banning 
of the year the Spanish economy 
has been drifting off course. 

As the country eaters the fi n a l 
^stretch in its journey towards Eur- 
opean Community (EC) mem- 
bership, the prospect for halting 
job . kisses aster two and a half 
years, of Socialist rigour are van- 
ishing over the horizon. Gov- 
ernment and Socialist labour lea- 
ders are increasingly questio ning 
policy priorities. 

Mr. Felipe Gonzalez's Socialists 

came to power when une- 
mployment had reached the psy- 
chological mark of 2 million. It is 
now touching 3 million. Making 
matters worse, after an export 
boom that evolved into a spe- 
jt ctacular ' and totally unp lann ed 
" turnaround in the external acc- 
ount last year, the economy is now 
doing less well than expected. 

Forecasts that domestic con- 
sumption would take over as a 
source of growth and that the ero- 
sion of jobs would finally stop are 
not being fulfilled. 

Although the government still 
hopes for improvement, and says 
this year’s first-quarter job figures 
show the least negative trend for 
some years, it has begun to reckon 
on a further loss in total emp- 
loyment of 100,000 to 150,000 
jobs this year. 

Unemployment, as calculated 
^ by the National Statistics Institute, 
reached 2.92 million in the first 
quarter, 31 per cent more than 
when the Socialists came to 
power, and 22 per cent of the act- 
ive population — the highest rate 
in Europe. 

' The figure, based cm a survey 


pmple, is considered the most rel- 
iable measure, since many jobless 
do not appear in the totals of reg- 
istered job-seekers. 

Part of the increase comes from 
the inclusion of 120,000 farm lab- 
ourers in southern Sapinwho wore 
previously counted as employed 
because they were Involved in 
community work schemes. But 
even without them, the increase is 
dramatic, in country where the 
benefit system reaches fewer than 
40 per cent 

Despite last year’s successes — 
record exports and a significant 
drop in infla tion — more jobs 
were lost than the year before, and 
the rate was accelerating in the 
second half as export-led growth 
tailed off. 

“We have too few ent- 
repreneurs” a member of the 
government complains bitterly, 
“and man y of those we have are 
bad ones.” If jobs are the dark side 
of the economy, the Socialist gov- 
ernment can boast, a number of 
achievements. 

Inflation came down to nin e per 
cent last year, the first single- digi t 
figure since democracy was res- 
tored. Exports in dollar terms rose . 
20 per cent, the trade deficit at 
$5.2 billion came down 45 per 
cent, and the current account of 
the balance of payments swung 
from a $2.5 billion deficit to a $2 
billion surplus. 

Foreign exchange reserves were 
strengthened by 40 per cent, rea- 
ching their highest ever level of 
$16 billion, as the authorities sta- 
rted encouraging borrowers to 
- repay their foreign loans early and 
swap them for peseta credits. 



T TYOUR DAILY 

Horoscope 

from the Carroll Righter Institute B 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, JUNE 10, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Early morning brings ‘ 
you the chance to benefit through some imaginative . 
ideas you have been reducing to reality. Yon find Con- 
siderable confusion between various points of view. 

ARIES ( Mar . 21 to Apr. 19) Come to' an agreement ' 
with a person in business. Doing something that will 
please the one you love, brings fine rewards. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Cement better relations 
with a dynamic associate in the morning, and then do 
nothing to upset the applecart. 

• GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get busy at work ahead 
of you and you can accomplish.a great deal today, but 
firrt gefcit 1 weD organized!'' .«*• >-..o .. 

MOON CHlLDREN , ;(June 22. to JnL 21) Be sure to- 
get creative ideas across to others in the morning. Steer 
dear of blockages in the path of your progress. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You begin the day properly 
by wanting to handle your obligations in the right way 
and can do just that now. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) That situation between 
you and a partner comes right out into the open, and 
you settle it wisely. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Make those changes in 
your surroundings that will bring you more happiness 
and comfort as well 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) This can be a good day 
for you if you make up your mmrf that nothing can upset 
you, no matter what happens. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) If an argument 
starts at home, take no part in it. Forget about enter- 
taining there and plan for another day. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get at your cor- 
respondence early since later you may not find favor 
with otters, so rest up. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Fd>. 19) Go over your ac- 
counts for possible errors, and then make the coll e ctions 
possible and pay bills that are pressing. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You have good judgment- 
in the morning, but later could lose your cool over com- * 
meats from others if you are not careful 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley & written 


ACROSS 
1 Cutting pmwrfc 
5 Wuimoop 
10 Antitoxi n* 

14 Potpo u rri 

15 Ger.ctty 

16 Eager 

17 StewLmmnce 

20 Cant* 

21 Asaerand 
McMahon 

22 CSAilgirtM 

23 Deuce whit 
Bo fa 

25 S coundrel 


29 B u ri n — tW 
wont 

30 Perfect serve 

33 Platform 

34 L— riling 
mugiom 


36 Stan Laurel 

41 SoUtfy 

42 Missouri (andar 

43 Author Wiasri 

44 Shoe width 
<5 —(Bam 
46 Stairway 
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£ ‘tflSS Tnbuna *«•«• Semen. be. 
AH KfliM Raaanad 


Yesterday's Panto Solved: 


48 Ho ns mdi 


40 Cowboy rope 
51 "-afrit 
told been — " 

54 Buddhist aact 

55 Otdsttingad 


50 Lauren Bacsd 
62 Qottaso 
83 Indy winner 
Alar Bobby 
«4 Ff.dty 
65 Badnat 
68 Mnotoo 
87 Fonoarty , 
tfdriyft* 


7 — France 
0 Yetomen 
9 SocMyg&t 

10 —off (abort) 

11 Satanic 

12 Ceremony 

13 AxBketaol 

18 Cupid 

19 A Bowl 

24 SmeB sturgeon 

25 Give* 

28 Saw 

27 Streetehow 

28 Maine 

29 P act t hr ough 

30 P aaa apawy 

31 smgtMffnip 

32 AndriSHcnn 


ImTBSBUlJ HhJlJ 


W A LlUA 

IflwA R 


n u i Itia 

^ R ■? 


iciamIrIni 





bjrIaIs sJy 



eicjsb a e 


wlAlUt E 8 




2 Toodbad 

3 Specie Sa 

4 Catch*!' 


3SSBgbtlyop«n 
38 Tenateuntt 
30 Ampgent 
.40 AMt 

47 tiBaoritfghf 

48 —on (to 


48 Agreement 
59 Bancroft and 
Bohyn 

SI FoottMteabbr. 
62 Amax „ . 

53 Bit ol news 

54 OWsMn 


56 rwpnt 

57 — outlaup- 
■p l aman U) 

58 Dispatched 

80 Container 

81 Retake of 


What was seen as the basis for a 
lasting recovery now appears less 
solid. Growth last year is generally 
reckoned to have been somewhat 
lower than the 2.5 per cent ann- 
ounced by the government, and 
this year’s 3 per cent aim no longer 
stands. 

Prices spurted again in the first 
few months of the year, and die 
government's forecast is. now for 
an inflation rate of around 7.5 to 8 
per cent, slightly above the ori- 
ginal target Others say the trend 
could lead back to double figures. 
The start-up of value-added tax 
next year is fuelling inflationary 
expectations. 

Consumption levels in the wake 
of last year’s lower inflation are 
disappointing, partly influenced 
by the rise in unemployment 

Exports have hardly increased. 
The peseta rose last year against 
the main EC currencies, taking the 
wind out of the boom, and sub- 
sequent declines have not restored 
die competitive edge. Sales to the 
US. have dropped sharply, and 
the current account is expected to 
stay in surplus but not by much. 

The changed outlook prompted 
a series of measures, announced 
in April by Mr. Miguel Boyer, 
die economy “supenninister”, to 
reactivate consumption and inv- 
estment 

The boost to consumption is 
designed to come from $600 mil- 
lion worth of personal income tax 
cuts. Reductions for most tax- 
payers of between one and nine 
per cent win be followed by new 
tax scales in next year’s budget. 

Companies are given the fre- 
edom to claim depreciation on the 


hew fixed investments whenever 
they choose, an important change 
in conditions. Foreign investment 
is virtually freed from aut- 
horisation procedures, new com- 
panies become easier to start up, 
incentives for job creation and 
youth employment are extended 
and indirect help provided for the 
building industry, which has been 
in deep recession. 

But the package, a mix of eco- 
nomic stimulation and pre-EC 
liberalisation measures, was poo- 
rly presented and hard to digest, 
and the government has drawn lit- 
tle or no political benefit from it 

The Socialist UGT union, up to 
now the Jess aggressive of die two 
big labour confederations, com- 
plained that tax cuts smacked of 
Reaganomics and did not square 
with simultaneous government 
plans for cutting future pensions. 

Mr. Nicolas Redondo, the UGT 
leader, has pointed the finger of 
blame for die first time directly at 
Mr. Gonzalez, writing off the last 
two years of austerity as “an utter 
failure” and accusing the gov- 
ernment of improvising. 

The creation of jobs and the 
maintenance of real wages, which 
were points one and two in the 
Socialists’ proposed “100 mea- 
sures”, have returned to the cen- 
tre of debate. Mr. Redondo, who 
is also a Socialist member of par- 
liament and could once have taken 
over the party leadership, thr- 
eatens to divide the Socialist 
camp. With elections having to be 
held by autumn next year, this has 
now become a major political 
worry — Financial Tunes news 
feature.. 


U.S. farm land prices 
plummet 12 per cent 


WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
farm land plummeted 12 per cent 
in value during the past year, a 
drop that was so precipitous it del- 
ayed release of the information' 
while statisticians scrambled to’ 
double-check their figures, the 
Agriculture Department says. 

The decline was the largest 
one-year drop in farm land values 
since the Great Depression in the 
1930s, and it marked the fourth- 
straight year of falling prices for 
agricultural acreage, the dep- 
artment said last week. 

Reasons for the'deefine inc* 3 . 
laded fanmfcrs* 1 credit problem^/" 
low' commodity prices,' nigh inf- 1 
erest rates and the large number of 
farms flooding the land market, 
department researcher Mr. Bill 
Heneberry said. 

“There’s an awful lot of land on 
the market right now,” Mr. Hen- 
eberry noted. “There are auctions 
where the land doesn’t sell bec- 
ause the seller isn’t willing to take 
such a low price”. 

The 12 per cent drop in the year 
ending April 1 followed declines 
of one per cent in 1984, 6 per cent 
in 1983 and one per cent in 1982, 
which was a peak year for agr- 
icultural and prices. 

The steepest one-year drop on 
record was the 1933 figure of 19 
per cent 

With the effect of four per cent 
inflation taken into account the 
real value of land was off by 16per 


cent, the department said 

Hardest hitwere the corn belt in 
the central states. Great Lake sta- 
tes and the northern plains, all of 
which suffered losses of 20 per 
cent or more. 

Six new England states — 
Maine, New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont Massachusetts, Rhode Isl- 
and and Connecticut — fared best, i 
actually gaining 14 per cent in ' 
value, a reflection of demand for 
residential or other non-farm land 
uses. 

, The annual assessment of form 
land values is compiled through 
surveys of farmers, lenders, real 
estate agents, appraisers, farm, 
managers and others involved in 
farm tend markets. 

This year’s report had been sch- 
eduled for release a week earlier 
but was delayed in part because 
the latest figures were so extreme 
that department analysts wanted 
to go over them again, Mr. Heu- 
eberry said. 

Farm land nationally averaged 
$697 an acre on April 1, the report 
said, down from $782 last year. 

The largest percentage decline 
came in Iowa, a centre of the past 1 
year’s farm financial problems, 
where values were off 29 per cent 

Nebraska was close behind at 
a 28 per cent drop. Prices were 
down 27 per cent in Illinois, and 
South Dakota saw values drop 26 
per cent 
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STOCKHOLM (R) — Protectionism and the pos- 
sibility of a new round of international talks to saf- 
eguard free trade are the key issues at an info rmal 
meeting of ministers from 21 countries beginning in 
Stockholm Sunday. 

■ “The most urgent issue fating Japan and the United States are 

the world economy today is the ' leading advocates of a new round 
rising trend of protectionism,” of GATT, the 90-nation General 
Japanese Foreign Minister Shi- Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
ntaro Abe told reporter's Saturday supported by other, ind- 

nighL “A new round of mul- a^tries sue* as West 

tilateral negotiations is badly nee- Germany and Britain, 
ded.” \<tr. Abe singled out pro- 

The Stockholm talks, for which . tectiooist proposals now before 
there is no formal agenda, were ujS. Congress as the most ser- 


suggested by Sweden's Foreign 
Trade Minister Mats Hdistroem, 
to enable industrialised and dev- 
eloping countries to discuss ina- 
dequacies in existing trade rules. 


ious issue in international trade. 

Continued protectionism would 
throw the world economy into 
total confusion and history sho- 
wed that reduced trade could eve- 


ntually lead to political con- 
frontation. he said. 

Sources at the talks said min- 
isters, who will meet without their 
aides while exports conduct par- 
allel talks, would discuss subsidies 
to industry .. and agriculture, exp- 
ort credits and bilateral trade agr- 
eements outside the GATT fra- 
mework. 

Third World debtor nations 
such as Argentina, Brazil and the 
Philippines are likely to use the 
talks to press for improved access 
to Western markets for their exp- 
orts, arguing that this is essential 
to assist them to repay their huge 
foreign debts. 

Many developing countries are 
opposed to a new GATT round 
because they fear they could lose 
existing trade advantages. 


Western countries want GATT 
rules extended to the service sec- 
tor, including banking, insurance 
and information technology, 
which now accounts for up to a 
quarter of world trade. 

Western sources at the meeting 
said they did not expect sub- 
stantial progress from the talks but 
hoped they might result in agr- 
eement that p reparatory talks for 
a new GATT round at senior off- 
icial level should start this sum- 
mer. 


There was also a chance that the 
21 participating countries, most of 
.whom are represented by their 
trade ministers, would agree to a 
standstill in further trade, res- 
trictions pending new multilateral 
negotiations, the sources said. 


Top officials to review crisis in Africa 


PARIS (R) — Ministers and top 
farm officials from the industrial 
and developing worlds meet here 
this week under a United Nations 
banner to try to develop long-term 
solutions to Africa’s food aisis. * 
The minis terial meeting of the 
U.N. World Food Council (WFC) 
win concentrate heavily on the 
African problem, reviewing eme- 
rgency famine relief for sub- 


relief for sub- 


Saharan Africa and seeking pro- 
grammes to overcome the region’s 
chronic inability to feed itself, 
WFC Executive Director Maurice 
Wiliams told reporters. 

No binding decisions will eme- 
rge from the meeting, but its con- 
clusions are likely to play a major 
role in forming future food aid, 
production and trade polities of 
the 36 WFC member gov- 


ernments, he said. 

The gathering will also offer a 
chance for the United States and 
Western Europe to thrash out an 
increasingly bitter quarrel over 
subsidised grain exports to the 
developing world. 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
John Block and French Farm Min- 
ister Henri Nallet, the main fig- 


ures m the dispute, are due to 
meet privately Sunday ahead of 
the four-day conference starting 
Monday. 

Last week, Washington, faced 
by a deepening farm-belt dep- 
ression, announced a proposed 
one million tonne wheat sale to 
Algeria aided ■ by a free dis- 
tribution from government stocks. 


Malaysia reins foreign borrowings 


KUALA LUMPUR — Less than 
two years agp, some anxious spi- 
rits at the world B ank and the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in Washington voiced con- 
cern that excessive foreign bor- 
rowing by the Malaysian gov- 
ernment migjht push domestic fin- 
ances and the balance of payments 
out of control. There was even talk 
of Malaysia as the “next Mexico.” 

In Koala Lumpur, a growing 
realisation that its international 
credit rating might be threatened 
led the government to intensify 
counter-measures it had begun. It 
slashed spending, though mainly 
in development rather than rec- 
urrent outgoings, and took a grip 
on the previously uncontroUed 
spending and borrowing of num- 
erous state agencies. 

Latest figures on the economy, 
published in April by the central 
bank, show the success achieved 
thus far. ' " 

1 ‘The overall publid-^seolbr def- 
icit, -embracing the federal' gov- 
ernment, 13 state governments 
and 27 so-called “off-budget age- 
ncies”, narrowed for the second 
year in a row in 1984. 

So did the current account def- 
icit, which fell sharply from M$7.5 
billion ($3 billion) in 1983 to' 
M$4. 15 billion — standing at 5.8 
per cent of Gross National Pro- 
duct (GNP) — and was much bet- 
ter than forecast even as late as 
last October. 

But the most interesting trends 
are on the external debt front 

Malaysia's total foreign debt at 
M$37 billion, is now higher than 
ever before and will go still higher. 
Yet the country continues to sec- 
ure the finest terms on the int- 
ernational capital markets and is 
manag in g to smooth out the debt 
repayment “hump" it faces for the 
rest of the decade. 


Malaysia got into its jam two 
years ago because it tried to spend 
its way out of the world recession 
which followed the 1979 oil price 

j ump . 

Being politically stable and 
resource-rich, it was attractive to 
bankers. But the recession went 
on too tong, and by the time the 
policy reversal became necessary, 
borrowing trends were already 
ominous. 

In 1981, for example, the fed- 
eral government’s foreign debt 
jumped 60 per cent, and the cou- 
ntry's total external debt, inc- 
luding private-sector obligations, 
had risen to MS 15.4 billion. Three 
years later, even with the policy 
changes, it bad hit M$37 billion, 
and it has yet to peak, probably at 
around M$40 billion, officials say. 

Given the sort of grace periods 
offered on repayments, it was ine- 
vitable that debt servicing would 
become increasingly burdensome 
In he mid-1980s. By last year it 
Was already close to 2% times the 
1981 level at MS5.3 billion, and 
thus a major contributor to the 
high invisibles deficit on the bal- 
ance of payments.. 

So, refinancing some of this has 
become of paramount imp- 
ortance, especially with interest 
rates lower than in the early 1980s 
when some of the debt was first 
incurred Two $60 million floating 
rate note issues, arranged last 
October and in April, have been 
made with the aim of smoothing 
out Malaysia’s debt profile. . 

Ministry of Finance officials are 
reluctant to give anyone, even 
bankers, statistical details of foe 
1986-90 repayment profile which 
would show the .magnitude of the 
problem and how far it has been 
neutralised. But they say they are 
not yet half-way through foe ref- 
inancing process, and they est- 


imate that it will take another 
couple of years to complete, pro- 
vided foe market remains att- 
ractive. 

Certainly federal government 
debt-service payments will be 
lower in 1985 and 1986 than last 
year, as will external borrowing. 

The willingness of 
opportunity-short lenders to help 
a country such as Malaysia, and 
the country’s success in div- 
ersifying its borrowings, is shown 
by some of the loans arranged 
since the beginning of 1984: 

— Two $600 million floating- 
rate notes. The one offered last 
October was of 25 year’s maturity 
and carried a one-eighth spread 
over London Inter Bank Offered 
Rate (LIBOR). The April issue 
was even more remarkable — a 
30-year “mismatched floater”, 
allowing Malaysia to repay at less 
than LIBOR. 

— A $500 million 10-year syn- 
dicated loan raised in May 1984. 

This consisted of a $300 million 
tranche at a marginal % point 
above Limean, foe mean of foe 
London interbank bid and offer 
rates, for foe first four years (and 
Vi-, point above LIBOR sub- 
sequently), and a $200 milljon 
tranche at V* point above LIBOR. 

This portion offered a tax adv- 
antage because of an Anglo- 
Malaysian taxation agreement, 
and its popularity caused the loan 
to be oversubscribed. Even nowit 
has yet to be drawn down. 

— Three $120 million 10-year 
Samurai bonds issued in Tokyo, 
the latest of which was raised in 
May, and a $59.52 million bulldog 
bond with a lengthy 24-year life 
issued In April in Londoa. Mal- 
aysia also issued a $32 million 
bond in Switzerland a year ago 
and a $29.41 million Dutch bond a 
month later. 


Earlier, in March 1984, Mal- 
aysia tamed foe Canadian market 
with a $1 10.29 million syndicated 
loan. All were on attractive terms. 

On top of this, multilateral age- 
ncies such as the World Bank and 
foe Asian Development Bank — 
those which had previously voiced 
concern about Malaysia's eco- 
nomic management — are said 
now to be keen to lend more for 
development projects in Malaysia. 

Malaysian officials add that foe 
turnaround in the figures also has 
won foe applause of no less a bofly 
than foe IMF. An IMF team on Sts 
regular annual visit recently is said 
to have voiced surprise at how 
much had been achieved in so 
short a time. 

None of this means foe gov- 
ernment’s problems are over: The 
current account deficit re mains a 
priority in economic management, 
and the debt-servicing burden 
continues to be heavy — in 1984. 
repayments on federal gov- 
ernment loans, government gua-j 
ran teed loans and private-sector 
debt amounted to 1 1.9 pm- cent of 
moss exports (7.9 per cent exc- 
luding foe private sector). 

Although this is smaller than in 
many developing countries, it will 
still encourage policymakers in 
their fundamental aim of reducing 
foe involvement of the public sec- 
tor in the economy and promoting 
foe private sector. 

The success of that will depend 
on other reforms being planned — 
also, ironically, with the assistance 
of bodies like foe IMF and the 
World Bank. The most important 
of these will be contained in the 
Industrial Master Plan, due to be 
unveiled shortly, and next year’s ■ 
Fifth Malaysia Plan, covering the. 
period 1986-90 — Financial 
limes news feature. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 
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SO 60 WRITE VOUR 
■OWN LETTERS! 





AND NOW LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN,THE _ 
COMMERCIAL.'^' 
STEP RIGHT UP JQr> 
ANDLETMEyjES 

SHOW VoCCtfT V V. 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold end Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


Andy Capp 



DON'T wdrry— he*s not 
buying, he fixes his 

PRICE ACCORDING TO 
WHAT A BLOKE DRINKS 




Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sua- 
SMted by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: VERY 


(Answeretomorrow* - 

Yesterday's I ' JumbteK FAULT BLESS ATTACH EVOLVE 

I Answer Wi^oumjgM consult a plastic surgeon— 
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Moscow: U.S. wants 
to wreck SALT II 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — The Soviet Communist they not be identified 
Party daily Pravda said Sunday the United States W0 ^'t^ D tiie e Un 
was preparing to wreck the SALT-11 arms lim- below foetreaty’s ceil 
itation treaty and that it would incur a grave res- nuclear-missiles wit 
possibility if it did so. 

President Reagan is due to ann- of violating the accord, which runs Die Midgetman, m 
ounce Monday whether Was- out at the end of the year, by dev- already under develo] 
hington will continue to observe eloping two new missiles ana cod- not expected to be re 




President Reagan is due to ann- 
ounce Monday whether Was- 
hington will continue to observe 
the 1979 treaty, which was signed 
by Moscow and Washington but 
never ratified by the Americans. 

In an unsigned editorial, Pravda 
said the Reagan administration “is 
raising its hand against the very 
foundations of international sta- 
bility and is getting ready to wreck 
the SALT-II treaty ... 

“The U.S. leadership is treading 
a dangerous path. It should be 
clear to all that if the U.S. adm- 
inistration steps over that thr- 
eshold, it will incur grave res- 
ponsibility for all the con- 
sequences.” 

The White House Saturday 
night refused to comment on rep- 
orts that Mr. Reagan had decided 
to remain in basic compliance with 
the SALT-II (Strategic Anns Lim- 
itation Talks) treaty but to make 
proportionate responses to all- 
eged Soviet violations. 

Pravda said discussions in Was- 
hington were aimed at finding a 
way of removing the treaty res- 
trictions on nuclear buildups. 

“The only point at issue is what 
method of scrapping the treaty 
would be less painful to the USA 
from the point of view of world 
public reaction: 

“Whether the commitments 
assumed by the USA under the 
treaty should be abrogated openly 
and in full or whether this should 
be done creepingly, step by step,” 
it said. 

The U-S. has accused Moscow 


ing missile test data to prevent 
U.S. observation- 

Pravda said allegations of vio- 
lations were absurd, but did not go 
into any details. 

The editorial also denounced 
U.S. insistence on strict ver- 
ification of arms control agr- 
eements to ensure compliance as 
cynical and deceitful. 

“Given Washington's present 
approach to the agreements con- 
cluded by- it, soon there will be 
nothing left to verify ... Ver- 
ification American style is merely 
a means of avoiding the con- 
clusion of new disarmament agr- 
eements and subverting existing 
ones,” it charged. 

President Reagan is expected to 
approve two steps to keep alive 
the SALT-II treaty with the Soviet 
Union but show some muscle to 
Moscow, according to U.S. off- 
icials. 

The two steps involve the dry- 



myr * : 


they not be identified. 

Dry -docking the Poseidon sub 
would keep the United States 
below the treaty’s ceiling of 1,200 
nuclear-missiles with multiple 
warheads when the Alaska begin 
sea trials in September. 

The Midgetman, meanwhile, is 
already under development It is 
not expected to be ready for tes- 
ting for about two years. 

The treaty permits the testing of 
only one new intercontinental bal- 
listic missile on each side. Mr. 

■Reagan has accused the Soviets in 
a report to Congress of testing two 
new missiles. The United States 
has tested the controversial MX 
Mr. Reagan was supposed to 
report again to Congress by June 1 
on U-S. compliance with the 
SALT-II treaty and other arms 
■agreements. The White House 
informed Congress the report » /T ^ J ^ a.—. 

wouMbeddayedforaweekwfoile • 

the president made his final dec- ' 

ision on SALT^II. 1 

Mr. Reagan’s purpose in acc- rfll1T*inrr IT1 PC 
derating development of the UUI IIXcl IIICV 
Midgetman would be to direct a ° 

veiled warning to Moscow that he AMRITSAR, India (Agencies) — 
could match Soviet actions if vio- Fist figh t* broke out between mil- 


-mar ***'* # 







SLA POST’ Militiamen of the Israeli- position near the South Lebanese village of Jexxiue 
sponsored South Lebanon Anhy (SLA) Sunday man (AP wirephotoj 
an ar m ou red personae! carrier at a hilltop SLA 


Moderate, radical Sikhs fight 
during meeting in Golden Temple 

AMRITSAR, India (Age odes) — ters Saturday night praising their abiishment, businessmen, Ian- 


Afghan 
garrison 
siege looks 

set to end I China launches drive , 

ISLAMABAD (R) — An 11- *0 S® ve P 211 ^ 85 
month rebel siege of an Afghan 

garrison town dose to the Pak- PEKING (R) — Chinese zoo- 
istani border looked set to end logists will study the giant panda's 
Sunday after Soviet tanks entered fertility pattern as part of a com- 
the town, Afghan exiles reported, prehensive study aimed at helping 
But the exiles in the Pakistani the threatened species to survive, 
border town of Peshawar said Sat- the New China News Agency said 
urday fighting was continuing Sunday. Experts hope their att- 
around the town of Banket which empted analysis of the animals' 
is only one kilometre from the reproductive habits will make it 
Pakistani border. easier to breed them artificially in 

Soviet and Afghan government captivity, it said. The five year- 
troops have been attempting for study is to take place in China’s 
the past three weeks to break the south western Sichuan province, 
rebel siege. On Thursday night where an estimated 1,000 giants 
Soviet tanks and other vehicles pandas live in reserves. Small* 
entered the town after numbers are believed to subsist in 


lations persist, the officials said. 

The treaty imposes limits on 
US. and Soviet long-range bom- 
bers, missiles and submarines-. Mr. 


docking of a Poseidon nuclear .Reagan in 1981 pledged not to 


submarine and accelerating the 
development of the Midgetman 
missile. Neither move would vio- 
late the treaty, signed by former 
President Jimmy Garter and the 
late Soviet President Leonid I. 
Brezhnev in 1979. 

The Poseidon would be taken 
out of circulation, its missiles rem- 
oved. But the submarine would 
not be dismantled. It could be ret- 
urned to service in the future, acc- 
ording to US. officials, who spoke 
over the the weekend on condition 


undercut its provisions provided 
the Soviets also adhered to the 
treaty. 

Speeding up the Midgetman 
was recommended by the Pen- 
tagon. Dry-docking a Poseidon 
submarine was an option backed 
by the US. Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency. Another 
option considered by Mr. Reagan, 
according to US. officials, was 


itant and moderate Sikhs in their 
holiest shrine the Golden Temple 
during a meeting testing the 
strength of the rival factions. 

Trouble broke out in the crowd 
of 15,000 people when militant 
shouted slogans praising dead ext- 
remist leader Jarnail Singh Bbi- 
ndranwale. 

Organisers of the meeting, sup- 
porters of H arch and Singh Lon- 
gowal, moderate president of the 
main Sikh political party A kali 
Dal, waded into the militants with 
wooden sticks. 

Running fights took place on 


more aggressive development of the floor of the meeting ball and 
strategic weapons systems that are galleries above before the mil- 


permitted under the treaty. 


U.K., Albania reportedly holding secret talks 


LONDON (AP) — British and 
Albanian officials have been hol- 
ding secret talks to settle disputes 
over gold and the sinking of two 
British ships after World War n, 
the Sunday Times reported. 

The meetings began shortly 
before the death on April 11 of 
Enver Hoxha, leader of the iso- 
lated Communist nation since 
1944, the weekly newspaper cla- 
imed. 

It quoted unidentified foreign 
office spokesmen as -saying the 
talks were being held in secret at a 
“mutually convenient place in 
Europe." Other sources, it said, 
believed the meeting place to be in 


Athens, Greece. 

Albania has demanded the ret- 
urn of some 7, 100 kilogrammes of 
gold looted by the Gomans dur- 
ing the war. Die gold is under die 
control of the British- 
French -American tripartite com- 
mission for restoration of mon- 
etary gold recovered from the 
Germans after the war. 

At currentprices, the gold is 
worth ^pmq $70 miUiqn. 

Britain Is unwilling to release 
the gold, which physically is held 
in London and New York, until 
Albania settles a claim for the rain- 
ing of two British destroyers in the 
Corfu channel in 1946 with the 


loss of 40 lives. 

The International Court of Jus- 
tice in 1949 awarded Britain dam- 
ages of £843,947 or about 
$1,070,125 at present exchange 
rates. Albania, however, refused 
to pay up, British officials say, 
until it gets its gold back, with int- 
erest 

The day after Hoxha's death, 
foe British government reiterated 
that it was wiling to restore, jfab 
lomatic relations with Albania 
“without conditions.” British off 
icials said an attempt in 1981 to 
restore relations, severed 1939, 
failed because of Albanian con- 
ditions. 


Soviet spacemen use new u.s. police 
device for manual docking ma y 611(1 m( * e 


MOSCOW (R) — Two Soviet 
cosmonauts have docked their 
Soyuz T-13 with the Salyut-7 
space station, using a new 
distaire-detearnining device in 
foe first reported instance of a 
Soviet manual docldng. 

Docking operations are nor- 
mally carried out automatically 
under mission control in Moscow 
and have caused problems in the 
past, several times leading to mis- 
sions being abandoned. Western 
experts had guessed foe cos- 
monauts were intending to tryout 
new equipment because of the 
unusually long delay between the 
blast-off on Thursday and the 
docking. 

The official Soviet News Age- 
ncy TASS said foe docking took 
place at 0850 GMT Saturday. 

Mission Commander Vladimir 
Dzhanibekov, 43. one of the 
world’s most experienced spa- 
cemen with four previous flights. 


and flight engineer Viktor Sav- 
inkh then boarded foe space sta- 
tion which has been unoccupied 
since last October. 

Salyut has now been in orbit for 
more than three years and has 
undergone extensive repairs and 
alterations by visiting crews, two 
of which stayed for over seven 
months. 

TASS said the cosmonauts had 
to fire their Soyuz spacecraft's 
engines several times to adjust 
their orbit in order to make foe 
correct approach to Salyut. 

They then manoeuvred to wit- 
hin a set distance and observed foe 
space station’s solar panels and 
antennae from the outside before 
carrying out the docldng ope- 
ration. 

The last time a mission was aba- 
ndoned because of a failure in the 
automatic docking system was in 
April 1983. 
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The. bidding: 



Sooth 

West 

North 

East 

P«M 

Pus 

1 4 

Pass 

1 0 

Pass 

2 ♦ 

Pass 

2 NT 

Pub 

3 NT 

Pass 

PM8 

Pass 



Opening lead: Three of C». 

You 

cauinot always 

blame 


opening leader if he does not find 
the right attack at trick one. before 
he has had an opportunity to in- 
spect the dummy. But if someone 
fails to find the right play at trick 
two, it fs often because he did not 
stop to work out the possibilities. 

While the final contract certainly 
does not rank among the world's 
best, it b hard to blame either 
player for getting there. South was 
worth another bid. and two no 


trump was the logical choice. 
North's raise to game was based on 
the fact his club suit was going to 
produce Gve or si* tricks. 

There is no reason why West 
should not lead a heart against, 
three no trump. After capLuring 
East’s jack with the ace. declarer 
could count only "igbt tricks. So at 
trick two he le low diamond. 
West ducked. . king won and 
declarer cantered home with nine 
tricks. 

West should not have been taken 
in by declarer's falsecard at trick 
one or his diamond play at trick 
two. Jf East bad the king of hearts, 
he would have played that card at 
trick one, not the knave. And when 
declarer did not go after the club 
suit at trick two. be became marked 
with the queen of dubs. Thus South, 
who was a passed hand, was already 
proved to have 9 points —7 in hearts 
and 2 in dubs. He had room For only • 
one more honor card in his hand. 
Obviously, if that honor was in 
spades the defense was doomed 
because the king of diamonds would 
be dedarer’s ninth trick. The con- 
track could be defeated only if the 
defenders could take four spade 
tricks. Therefore. West should ‘fly 
In with the ace of diamonds and 
shift to the queen of spades and 
another— down one. 


bodies where 
3 were found 

SAN ANDREAS, California 
(AP) — There is a strong pos- 
sibility that more human remains 
may be found at a rural hoine 
where authorities uncovered foe 
skeletons of two adults and a child, 
officials have said. 

The bones, some burned and 
decomposing, were found Friday 
on three acres surrounding foe 
home which authorities said was 
used by Leonard Lake, who died 
Thursday in police custody after 
apparently swallowing a poison 
pill. 

Lake had been arrested four 
days earlier on a weapons charge 
and for driving the stolen car bel- 
onging to one of several people 
missing in foe case. 

Police believe a San Francisco 
video producer, his wife and child 
may have been victims, and have 
said four people are missing from 
foe house next door to foe home. 
Police also are investigating a pos- 
sible connection to a missing San 
Francisco car dealer, whose car 
Lake was driving. 

There is a “strong possibility” 
that there are more remains aro- 
und the home in foe Sierra Foo- 
thills in nearby West Point, about 
150 miles east of San Francisco, 
Calaveras County Sherif Claud 
Ballard said Saturday. 

The investigation could take 
months, and Lake's former wife 
was to be brought to foe home, 
said Ballard. He said she was not a 
suspect 

Lake was arrested after he int- 
erceded in an argument involving 
a friend arid workers at a south 
San Francisco lumber company. 
Die friend, indentified by police 
as former convict and Marine 
Lance Cpl. Charles Chatt Ng, 24, 
fled before police arrived. 

An arrest warrant was being 
prepared for Ng, said Ballard. 

San Francisco Police chief Cor- 
nelius Murphy called the inv- 
estigation “probably foe most sig- 
nificant case in Calaveras County 
history, and probably <»e of foe 
most significant cases in San Fra- , 
ncisco (history).” 

“The implications are far- 
reaching and at this point we really 
don't know how fin if s going to 
go,” he said. 


itants were forced out and pushed 
down two flights of stairs to the 
ground. 

The militants, mainly members 
of the radical All India Sikh Stu- 
dents Federation (A1SSF), back 
the rival leadership of Bhind- 
ranwaie’s father Joginder Singh 
who organised a meeting of 
12,000 people last Thursday to 
mark foe first anniversary of the 
storming of foe temple by troops. 

About one hour later, the mil- 
itants were still gathered outside 
foe hall surrounded by several 
thousandmoderates. 

Parliamentary forces were on 
standby outside the temple but 
had made no move so far to int- 
ervene in the dispute. 

While the fighting went on, 
hundreds of Sikhs were still arr- 
iving to attend foe meeting which 
was likely to show which side had 
more support. 

Gurdev Singh, secretary of the 
Longowal group, told Reuters 
trouble had been expected bec- 
ause militants tried to put up pos- 


ters Saturday night praising their 
leaders but were stopped by mod- 
erates. 

The radical posters were absent 
from the ball Sunday. 

Longowal aides armed with 
wooden batons scrutinised people 
entering foe hall to stop militaots 
who were expected to try to dis- 
rupt foe meeting. 

Joga Singh, one of foe guards, 
said they expected trouble from 
members of the AISSF. 

Many AISSF members were 
among foe 1,000 people who died 
in foe army attack which captured 
the shrine on June 6, 1984. 

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
lifted a ban on the AISSF earlier 
this year in a bid to get peace talks 
started but the student org- 
anisation has shown no sign of sof- 
tening its stand. 

Outside foe temple paramilitary 
forces and police were on standby 
in case troubleerupted at the mee- 
ting. 

Hundreds of paramilitary tro- 
ops armed with submachineguns 
and automatic weapons threw a 
security cordon around foe shrine 
to prevent radicals from entering. 
Security was tighter than on Thu- 
rsday when radicals staged a sim- 
ilar rally. Hundreds of police also 
surrounded the temple. 

"We will break their hcadi," 
said volunteer guard Dilq> Singh. 
40. 

“We will counter any attempts 
to disrupt our meeting with force 
.... We will silence them with 
blows," warned Gurdev Singh, 
secretary of the moderate faction. 

The meeting began with prayers 
and foe crowd was dominated by 
Sikhs in.blue turbans — foe colour 
of foe moderate Akali Dal faction 
which represents the est- 


ablishment, businessmen, lan- 
dlords and rich peasants. 

Landlords sent peasants to foe 
rally in trucks and foe crowd was 
older and more subdued than at 
Thursday’s rally, when young rad- 
icals chanted slogans for a sep- 
arate Sikh nation and raised cle- 
nched fists. Most wore turbans of 
saffron — foe Sikh holy colour of 
struggle and martyrdom. 

The Akali Dal moderates and 
radicals both claim to represent 
the party. They have been eng- 
aged in a fierce power struggle 
since May 1 when the radicals sta- 
ged a coup and announced they 
were in command. 

The moderates, representing 
old-time Sikh politicians, are led 
by Harchand Singh Longowal. 
They are faced by foe Indian gov- 
ernment, which hopes to isolate 
the radicals. 

The takeover by foe radicals has 
left foe government without a sin- 
gle broad-based Sikh leadership 
with which to negotiate a solution 
to the Punjab problem. 

The two factions make many of 
the same demands, share strident 
anti-government rhetoric and 
accuse the state of oppressing 
Sikhs. Both hail the Sikhs slain in 
foe Golden Temple raid as mar- 
tyrs. 

The moderates, however, mai- 
ntain they are peacefully seeking 
more rights for Punjab within foe 
Indian constitution. Radical lea- 
ders have not ruled out violence, 
have urged Sikhs to arm the- 
mselves and said they want an 
autonomous Punjab with its own 
state constitution and flag. 

Other young militants have 
gone even further, openly dem- 
anding a separate Sikh nation to 
be known as Khalistan. 


entered the town after 
helicopter- borne commandos cle- 
ared the way, the exiles said. 

Exiles and Western diplomats 
describe foe action as the biggest 
anti -rebel offensive for foe past 
year and say about 8,000 Soviet 
troops and thousands of Afghan 
troops are involved. 

Exile sources said it appeared 
almost impossible now for the 
rebels to continue the' siege. 

An Afghan guerrilla leader, 
Sibghatullah Mojaddedi. told 
Reuters heavy bombing of foe 
Barikot area had been decisive in 
the Soviet drive. 

“The bombing gave foe Muj- 
ahideen (Islamic warriors) no 
chance to defend themselves,” 
said Mujaddedi, whose Afghan 
National Liberation Front is inv- 
olved in foe fighting. 

Exile sources said Soviet com- 
mando units had driven guerrillas 
from machinegun nests atop mou- 
ntains surrounding Barikot. 

They said Soviet helioopters 
also landed oornmandos on both 
sides of the last stretch of an unp- 
aved road to Barikot before the 
tanks and other vehicles moved 
into foe garrison. 

They said bombing by Soviet 
jets and helicopters in foe area 
destroyed several villages and 
burned forests. 

The push (Hi Barikot is part of a 
drive by Soviet and Afghan forces 
to seal off guerrilla supply routes 
from the border. 'Pakistan denies 
eifoerhelping the guerrillas or act- 
ing as a conduit for arms supplies. 

A spokesman for Jamiat- 
I-lslami, foe largest party in nor- 
thern Afghanistan, said foe Bar- 
ikot route had beep a convenient 
alternative to foe main infiltration 
trail further north. 

Meanwhile Pakistan! President 
Mohammad Zia U1 Haq has for 
the first time accused Soviet pilots 
of bombing Pakistani territory 
along foe border with Afg- 
hanistan. 

Pakistan television showed 
Gen. Zia saying during a visit Sat- 
urday to-a border village where 12 
people died and 31 were wounded 
m a raid, on May 31. 
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Berlin Wall is a way of life after nearly 24 years 


BERLIN (AP) — “The wall is . . 

beautiful" said Guenther Sch- 
roeder, a visiting schoolteacher 
from Leipzig, pointing to the 
newly painted wall that shut off his 
view of West Berlin on foe other 
side of the Brandenburg Gate. 

“We must be thankful to our 
government for pro tea ing us from 
the provocations coming from the 
other side, where Western mil- 

itarists have set up an armed camp wT ’*’’“^0 

of foe North Atlantic alliance SeL*.’ 

which is pointed like a dagger at 
foe heart of foe German Dem- 
ocratic Republic," Mr. Schroeder 
told his class of 12 -year-olds wit- 
hout a trace of a smile. 

With liberal quantities of white % vLR™ 

paint, foe Communist government - 

over foe last few months has pai- 
nted huge rectangular patterns oa 
foe dark gray concrete that have a ' 
camouflage effect. 

The wall is lined with signs pro- 
claiming it as the “state frontier of 
foe German Democratic Rep- 
ubiic.” The expression “East „ 

Germany” is taboo. ■ * 

The 160-kiloruetre long ele- \ . . . 

ctrified wall studded with 

machine-gun posts that “protect" . 

East Germany from the West Ber- but speaks fluent English. She 
iin enclave has become less of an knows all about life in the West, 
eyesore from foe eastern side. she explained, because West 
East Germans still are shot German television programmes 
down by Communist border gua- are visible in more than 80 per 
rds while trying to escape into cent of East German territory. 
West Berlin, which is 170 kil- . 

ometres inside East Germany. West German relatives are all- 
There have been 74 confirmed owed regular visits, and they come 
deaths since the wall was built, loaded with unobtainable luxuries 
Those who are caught are dragged like modem clothes, good coffee 
back to East Germany and put on or ,^ ec H? n l c gadgets, 
trial for a crime known as “flight Nonetheless, there have been 
from foe republic.” enormous improvements in East 

• The white paint, familiarity and Beriin in the two decades since the 
less harsh living conditions have ™ r ,der was sealed, 
helped many East Berliners adjust Some of foe improvements are 

to the wall’s presence. not even welcome: Since many 

“I just don't think about it,” families new have a car — usually 
said a 30-year-old secretary who after a wait of several wars — 
asked not to be identified by East Berliners now suffer from 
name. “I never look in that dir- traffic jams and parking problems, 
ection when I go past. My life just Some East Germans, such as 

goes chi as though it didn’t exist." auto mechanics or owners of small 
Difficulties arise only when her workshops who earn relatively 
children, aged three and five, ask high wages, even save enough 
her why foe wall is there. money to buy a weekend house in 

“That is sometimes a real pro- the country, 
blem,” she admits. The government’s extensive 

She has never been in the West building programme is visible in 
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almost every street, while historic 
churches and other rare remnants 
of foe past are being restored in 
foe heart of East Berlin,’ 

- The long lines of poorly dressed. 
East Germans that once formed 
daily for necessities as milk and 
bread have vanished. Food stores 
are stocked with local produce and 
even oranges and lemons — imp- 
orted from Cuba — are often ava- 
ilable. 

A modem supermarket on Karl 
Marx Avenue — once named after 
Joseph Stalin — stocks French 
olive oil. West German wine and 
Italian dieese. 

“We have almost everything,” 


neighbouring Gansu and Shaanxi 
provinces- The rare animals have 
not been sighted elsewhere. There 
has been a full-scale alert among 
conservationists in Sichuan since 
1983 when large tracts of arrow 
bamboo began to die off, dep- 
riving foe pandas of their staple 
food. The Chinese media have 
regularly chronicled attempts to 
rescue pandas from starvation, 
including luring foe shy, normally 
vegetarian animals down from 
their barren mountain fastnesses 
with a trail of pork chops. 

2 companies collide 
over salvage money 

MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — 
Two major maritime salvage 
companies have been locked in 
discord over apportionment of 
more than $2.6 milli on for saving 
the Hong Kong container ship 
Oriental Importer in the Gulf 
Waters a week ago. the Bahrain 
1 newspaper Gulf Daily News rep- 
orted Sunday. Die vessel was 
struck with rockets fired by Ira- 
nian warplanes and left ablaze off 
the Saudi Arabian coastonJune 1. 
Six salvage tugboats battled the 
blaze and managed to extinguish 
it. But the salvage firm which cla- 
imed it got there first and saved i 
the Oriental Imported claimedf 
that behind the scenes dealing cost 
it foe salvage contract, foe 
English-language newspaper said. 
It -said that the Dutch salvage 
company Wijsmuller has placed 
an “arrest order” on foe vessel 
and jts cargo of containers after its 
rival firm. Selco, had been given 
foe contract Neither the ship nor 
its cargo can be touched before a 
deposit is placed with foe Lloyds 
underwriters in London to cover 
foe value of wijsmuller’s salvage 
claim, foe paper said. “We did 
most of foe work, we had three 
tugs there, we put foe fire out,” 
foe paper quoted an unidentified 
spokesman for Wijsmuller as say- 
ing. “It was only after we put out 
foe blaze that we were told foe 
contract had been awarded to 
Selco.” fii 

Over 8,000 pieces 
of art stolen in Italy 

ROME (AP) — Thieves with an 
eye for foe beautiful, old and pre- 
cious stole 8,620 pieces of an and 
antiquities from Italian churches 
and collections in 1934. an Italian - 
newspaper has reported. Antique 
objects were on the top of foe list 
of preferred booty, followed by 
pa jn tings and sculpture, the Rome 
daily La Republics said. A special 
police unit that investigates art 
thefts reported that 365 churches. 
293 private homeland 35 mus- 
eums fell victim, to. thievery last 
year, according to the newspaper. 
Experts say church thefts in par- 
ticular have increased in recent 
years because antique religious art 
works have become popular and 
risen in market value. In addition, 
churches and their precious con- 
rents are often left unguarded. 
Police recovered 7,523 stolen 
works in 1984, mostly books, 
manuscripts and items stolen from 
archaeological zones. La Rep- 
ubblica said. Naples police made * 
an important recovery earlier this 
week when they found nine 
15th-Cfcmury statuettes, pan of 
foe 94 that make up a precious 
triptych stolen from foe Certosa of 
Parria last August. 

Hundreds queue to 
touch lions for luck 


power behind foe Soviet Union. 

The age-old high traditions of 
foe stage, opera and conceit hall 
are carefully maintained as a hal- 
lmark of the German Democratic 
Republic. But much of foe lit- 
erature is blighted by party cen- 
sorship. 

American, French an British 
soldiers in uniform are allowed HONG KONG (R) — - Hundreds 
freely into East Berlin — andSov- of people have queued up to nat 
iet .soldiers into West Berlin — two bronze lions as they returned 
under provisions of the postwar to guard foe new headquarter* of 
four power agreements. the Hnm. ,~j e«— _V. 

Gieckpoint Charlie and the 
Other crossing points in foe wall 
have been spruced up on foe East 
German side. Every traveller has 


foe Hong Kong and Shanghai s. 
Banking Corporation. Geo- % 


said a journalist with the badge of 
the ruling Socialist Unity (Cbro- 
munist Party) button in his lapel 


who asked not to be identified by 
name. "But some people never 
stop complaining, because foe 
neighbour's grass is always gre- 
ener.'' 

East Germany has emerged 
from its war ruins to become the 
Soviet Bloc's main industrial 


mancer Lung King Chuen, who 
advised foe bank on foe ins- 
Gercnan side. Every traveller has tallation. said “a pat of foe lions 
to go through complex formalities brings good luck". Earlier Luna 
and pass through four successive used a Chinese compass to ’ensure 
steel and concrete barriers, each an auspicious position for foe mas- 

... * sive guards, removed from the old 

- ,^ c Western side, there are bank headquarters in 1982 Thp 

vu^fy no controls. lions, eadiVeighmg a ton, were 

West Berim subway trams still cast in Shanghai in foe 1930s and 

old bank bufldfog for 

hout stopping. Their stations m. some 45 years. They were ilk™ A 
East Berlni are closed and sealed, away by foe Japanese durine 
but they still figure on official World War .II and returned in 
"taps* Hong Kong In 1946. 
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